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Laura Graves and Verdades, Recipients of the 2016 Carol Lavell Advanced Dressage Prize
Photo by Shannon Brinkman

“Not only did Verdades and I have great success at the Olympics,

the education i received with this grant 
paid off for all my horses and students.”
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As you peruse this 2016 Annual Report, imagine how 
you ideally see the future of dressage in the United 
States. On a grand scale, my vision includes proficiency 
across the board. At the all-important lower levels, 
let’s see backyard horses ridden more competently 
and humanely. Let’s see young horses started and then 
developed better because they’re being ridden better. 
Let’s find a way so breeders produce better horses and 
more of them. Let’s see the North American Junior/
Young Rider Championships on a par with the European 
Young Rider Championships, which currently, it is not. 
Let’s get the pipeline of horses and riders from pony 
riders and young horse classes through Grand Prix 
functioning smoothly and predictably. 

At the top level, let’s see Americans standing on those 
podiums every year. At the 2017 World Cup in Omaha, 
Isabell Werth said, “I feel the breeze at my neck!” Good. 
If we play our cards right, the size of this country will be 
our strength instead of our nemesis. Emerging superstars 
like Laura Graves will appear from far reaches of this 
country on a regular basis. Can you imagine? That’s not 
yet a reality, but let’s imagine that and make it happen!
         
The “rising tide” of dressage in this country doesn’t 
depend on the moon—or on government support as it 
does in many countries. It depends on us. All of us with 
creative minds are trying to improve the sport and make 
that tide rise quicker. TDF supporters are helping with 
their Wisdom, their Work and their Wealth. If you’re 
one of the donors who’s helping to sustain the growth of 
dressage in the U.S., thank you and please keep up your 
support! Please read through the list to find donors you 
know, and thank them for joining forces with TDF to help 
the rising tide of dressage in the United States!
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Message from the President 2016 Overview

Your donations to The Dressage Foundation are impacting our sport in 
an exceptionally positive way.  Each year, as the number of generous 
donors to TDF increases, so does the number of grants that are 
available for those involved in U.S dressage.  

TDF is unique because grants are offered for nearly every aspect of our 
sport.  Your contributions are helping instructors, judges, riders of all 
ages and levels, breeders, show managers and many more.

Here is a glimpse of how your donations helped build U.S. dressage in 
2016:

• Hundreds of riders from nearly every state participated in a TDF-
funded educational experience 

• 34 dressage clubs from across the country received funding to 
provide educational events for their members 

• Individual grants were awarded from 11 different Funds, including 
grants to instructors, judges, High Performance riders, youth, 
adult amateurs and breeders 

• Three new Grant Funds were established in 2016: 

• Shannon Foundation Fund for Judges’ Licensing
• Evie Tumlin Memorial Fund for Region 9 Adult Amateurs
• Oregon Dressage Society’s Linda S. Acheson Education Fund
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“This Grant not only funded a burst of education for me, it secured my 
commitment to prioritize my own improvement and the development 
of my FEI horse throughout the year, which has been so rewarding for 
me, my horse and my students.  To those who contribute to TDF, have no 
doubt that your contributions are deeply appreciated and are making a big 
difference in the development of dressage trainers and their students.”

Rachel Saavedra – Recipient of a Major Anders Lindgren Grant

“I’m so grateful that I was able to 
have the opportunity to immerse 
myself in dressage for a week, to 
regain my confidence after an injury 
and surgery, and make riding my 
goal again. My sincerest thanks.”

Laurie Daniel Smith – Recipient of 
a Gifted Fund for Adult Amateurs 
Grant

There have been hundreds of success stories from 
grant recipients across the country. 

Your donations to TDF enable 
dressage enthusiasts to continue 

on an upward path.

Your support 
is making a difference...

Photo: Alan Jarvis Photography
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“At the end of the Young Rider Graduate Program, I walked away with an 
abundance of newfound knowledge that covered every aspect of the sport. 
I feel like I now have the tools and friends to help me as I begin my journey 
as a dressage professional. Thank you for helping me attend this program!”

Kassidy Peacock – Recipient of a Captain Jack Fritz Grant

“With TDF’s help, I was able to attend the 2016 KWPN-NA Annual 
Meeting that corresponded with the 2016 KWPN Stallion Show in 
Den Bosch, Netherlands. What a fantastic experience it was! I now 
feel even more confident that I can continue to make solid choices 
with my own breeding program, and that I will be able to breed 
horses that can successfully move through the pipeline toward the 
top of the sport. I’m so thankful that TDF has helped pave the road 
for me to achieve continued success in my breeding program.”

Lisa Dickman, Kaneques Farm – 
Recipient of an Elysium Farm Fund Grant for U.S. Breeder Excellence

Your donations have a broad impact 
on our sport, Influencing all 
aspects of dressage.

Photo: Susan J Stickle

Photo: Annan Hepner
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From the youth rider who successfully moved 
up to 1st Level, to the Adult Amateur who had a 
breakthrough in her riding, to the instructor who 

learned how to better teach his students...

dressage is improving across the U.S. 



Funding Direct to USDF:
USDF Junior/Young Rider Clinic Series   10,000

Funding to USDF Group Member Organizations 
and Other Non-Profit Groups/Clubs:
Violet M. Hopkins Fund    18,419
Dancing Horse Freestyle Fund    266
Edgar Hotz Judges Fund    2,411
Sally Swift Fund     1,500
General Grant Fund     10,000

Funding to Individuals:
Carol Lavell Advanced Dressage Prize   25,000
Young Rider International Dream Program  20,142   
Gifted Fund for Adult Amateurs   10,250
Continuing Education for Instructors Fund  1,500
Region 9 Teaching Excellence Award   5,000
Elysium Farm Breeders Fund    1,500
Major Anders Lindgren Scholarships   10,000
Heldenberg Training Center Fund   4,400
Karen Skvarla Fund for Young Professionals  500 
Cynthia Aspden Youth Development Fund  2,452

Total Grants and Scholarships in 2016:  $123,340  

TDF’s Schedule of Grants and Awards
For Year Ending December 31, 2016

the Century Club WElcomed 
53 new teams in 2016

Thank you to Platinum Performance and all Century Club 
Sponsors for helping us honor senior riders and horses.

Photo: Team #278, Richard Freeman and Laoma
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The Mission: 
To cultivate and provide financial support 

for the advancement of dressage 
in the United States.
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Financial Overview

Despite the turbulent times we are living in, The Dressage Foundation’s 
investments provided satisfactory results for the past year. Our 
investments produced a 10.5% total rate of return for 2016, while 
providing a compounded annual return rate of 6.6% over the past three 
years, and 9.0% over the last five years.

2016 Expenses

Number of TDF Donors per Year

Financial Summary
For the years ending December 31, 2016 and 2015

2016

$ 223,421
29,857
28,776

151,617
7,969

441,640

2015

$225,751
29,414
68,721

(116,349)
24,616

232,153

           Support and Revenue Contributions
Investment Income
Gain on sale of investments
Unrealized gain/(loss) 
     on investments
Other Income 

Total Support and Revenue

123,340
104,771

228,111

21,499
29,546

51,045

155,197
97,909

253,106

26,057
30,696

56,753

          Grants and Expenses Grants and Awards
Dressage Program Expenses

Total Program Services

General and Management
Fundraising

Total Supporting Services

2,198,432

153,681

814,761
38,180

3,205,054

1,988,612

160,188

794,818
120,256

3,063,874

          Asset, Liability, and 
          Net Asset Summary Investments

Property and Equipment 
     (net of depreciation)
Contributions Receivable-
     (split interest agreements)
Other Assets (Note 1)

Total Assets

94,328

6,853
34,930

3,068,943

$3,205,054

107,960

12,954
36,501

2,906,459

$3,063,874

Grants Payable
Accounts Payable and 
      Accrued Liabilities
Gift Annuities Payable
Total Net Assets

Total Liabilities and Net Assets

Note 1) Other assets include cash, pledges of future gifts, interest accrued, and prepaid expenses.

Note: The figures that appear in the Financial Summary shown are derived from the audited 2016 and 
2015 Financial Statements. Please contact The Dressage Foundation at (402) 434-8585 or email 

info@dressagefoundation.org if you would like a copy of the complete audited 2016 and 2015 Financial 
Statements for The Dressage Foundation.
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2016 Donors
$250-$499 Donors
All Dressage Association
Carlene Blunt
Amy Bresky
CDS – Foothills Chapter
Joseph Carr
Bob and Jean Clements
Deborah Davenport
DSDCTA – Pirates Chapter
CenterLine Dressage
Marcetta and Don Darensbourg
Barbara Doherty
Eva Lynn Finlon
Lynne and Race Foster
Robert Gaebel
Rebecca and Brian Hafner
Suzanne Hall
Stacey Hastings
Harold and Betsy Hestnes
Theresa Horne
Houston Dressage Society
Theresa Hunt
Jenny Johnson
Betsy Juliano
Michelle King
Janine Malone
Heather McCullough
Ann McMillan
Charles and Marilyn Mess
Debbie Moloznik
Northern Ohio Dressage 
Association
Amy, John and Lisa Peichel
Julia Peterson
Kathy Putnam
RevitaVet
Rebecca Rigdon
Leslie Rohrer
Eliza Romm
Peter Rosow
Denise Sarnoff
Margaret Tremain
USDF Convention Attendees
Kenneth Van Cise
JoAnn Weisenford

$10,000 + Donors
Anonymous
Maryal Barnett
Cadwgan Foundation/
Carol Lavell
OD Fisher Charitable 
Fund/Dreitzler Family
Oregon Dressage Society

$5,000 - $9,999 Donors
Todd and Allyson Aldrich
Margaret Duprey
Mississippi Eventing and
Dressage Association
Martin and Toni Sosnoff 
Foundation

$2,500-$4,999 Donors
Beth Baumert
Florida Dream Tour Benefit
Karen Skvarla Fund Tack 
Fundraiser
Tom Noone Benefit Clinic
Platinum Performance 
Rennoc Corporation 
Foundation
The Shannon Foundation
USA Equestrian Trust
Louis and Zacharie Vinios

$1,000-2,499 
Jonathan Burton
Ralph and Freddie Dreitzler
Joan Ehnle
Candace Faber
Beverly Gepfer 
Charitable Foundation
Nancy Hutson and 
Ian Williams
Jane MacElree
Mary Alice Malone
Michael Matson
Lisa Seaburg
Lisa Wilcox

$500-$999 Donors
Ruth Babcock
Andrew Baertsch
JoAnne Balling
Debbie Banas
Dr. Rodney, Debbie 
and Heidi Basler
Gardy Bloemers
Ralph Conner
Brenda Curnin
Lori and Carl Fisher
Frederick Flemming
Janet Foy
Judy Ethell Glatz
Caroline Jacob
Kevin and Janet Keller
Lincoln Community 
Foundation
Middle Georgia 
Sporthorse Association
Ellin Dixon Miller
Laura Freeman
Richard Freeman
David and Diane Fucinaro
Lendon Gray
Maryanna Haymon
Nancy Johnston
The Perry Family
Rocky Mountain 
Dressage Society
Karin Reid Offield 
Jane Sage
Annis Singleton Buell
Diane Skvarla 
Smoke Rise Foundation 
Nikki Soich
Anne Sushko
Joan Sussman
Jean Vinios
Meredith Watters
Wanda Wiggins

$1-$249 Donors
Anonymous
Peggy Abbott
Eva-Maria Adolphi
Herman and Kathleen 
Aguayo
Carol Ahlf
Sally Alksnis
Alpha Dressage Association
Mary Jane Alumbaugh
Amazon Smile Foundation
Fie Andersen
Leslie Anderson
Michelle Anderson
Jennifer Andis
Marian Antin
Victoria Asuaje
Austin Dressage Unlimited
Dale Baker
Marian Baldwin
Sally Barber
Debbie Barcus
Michael and Vera Barisone
Jennifer Baumert
Janet Beckers
Diane Bell
Ann Belth
Sharon Berkshire
Cindy Bickman
Debbie Bishop
Kristi Bloom
Rowena Blythe
Ann Boehning
Mary Bolovan
Erin Boltik
Ellen Bonnevie
Deborah Bono
Suzanne Border
Mary Brady
Joe Brennan
Maggie Brodnick

Becky Brown
Norm and Donna Brown
Elizabeth Braun
Sally Jo Briney
Jeanne Burns
Linda Burton
Colleen Byrne
Barbara Cadwell
Jane Calamusa
Lisa Calvacca
Marilyn Cantey
Christel Carlson
Martha Carter
Suzanne Case
Marilyn Cassidy
Teresa Castanias
Cayuga Dressage and CTA
Leslie Chapman
Chesapeake Equestrian 
Events
Janet Chisholm
Lyn and Don Christie
Jill Cicero
Terri Ciotti Gallo
Hilary Clayton
Charlene Cohen
Charlene Cole
Jan Colley
Dan Collins
Susan Conda
Paul Cormier
Corinne Craig
Cyndi Craig
Ruth Crennell
Sharon Curran
Nan Darden Holland
Mary Grace Davidson
William Davis
Susan Day
Deb DeFore
Elise DePapp

Fran Dearing
Debbie DelGiorno
Nicole DelGiorno
Linda Deyo
Michelle Dorsey
Dressage at Lexington
Louise Duda
Catherine Echternach
Kathy Edwards
Kurt Elder
Cean Embrey
Clara Etzel’s Fundraiser 
for TDF
Priscilla Endicott
Pamela Evans
Thomas Faylor
Fern Feldman
Leonie Fernandes
Molly Fine
Judy Finkel
Michael Fisher Sandler
Howard and Barbara 
Fleming
Dorie Forte
Rose Fountain
Margaret Freeman
French Creek Equestrian 
Association
Nina Fricke
Jane Fucinaro
GLASS-ED
Susan Gaebel Wallace
Doris Gahwyler
Caroline Gautier
Dianne Georgian-Smith
Debbie Gibbons
Kathleen Gilroy
Irene Gimbel
Evelyn Goebel
Jorge Gomez
Martha Goodney

Photo: 2016 Two-Tempi Challenge Champion, Heather Salden-Kurtz. Credit Anya Maria Photography12 13



2016 Donors

$1-$249 Donors, 
Continued
Radene Gordon Beck
Lisa Gorretta
Judith Grass
Marlene Groman
Sandi Grossi
Sherry Guess
Johanna Gwinn
Suzie Hallé
Melinda Hallmark
Gilan and Tim Hanagan
Susan Hancock
Dolly Hannon
Anne Harrington
David and Susan Haupt
Jennifer Heck
Deborah Heier
Mary Jo Herkenrath
Viktoria Herson
Sandy Hider
Robert Higgins
Thomas Hill
Fiona Hillen
Margo Hoagland
Lindsay Hofman
Lisa Hollenbeck/
Alpine Shop
Kristine and Tessa Holloran
June Hooks
Susan Howard
Judith Huddleston
July Hugen
Mariye Inouye
Wendy Insinger
Iowa Dressage and CTA
Nancy Isaacson
Angela Jackson
Jennifer Jarvis
Anne Johnson
Jennifer Jones

Marion Julier
Kaiser Permanente Giving 
Program
Lori Kaminski
Nancy Kassner
Amanda Katsman
Jacqui Key
Sharyl Kidd
Harriet Kiehl
Jerry Kleffman
Kathy Knappitsch
PJ Koehler
Reese Koffler Stanfield
Kathryn Kostenbader
Nancy Krial
Anne Kulak
Susan Lang
Debbie Langstein
Elizabeth and Rebecca 
Langwost
Alice Leighton
Ellen Lerner
Katherine Lewis
Kathryn Lewis
Nancy Litsch
Bettina Longaker
Marianne Ludwig
Adrienne Lyle
Claire MacAulay
Sarah MacGowan
Carol Machulski
Alice Martin
Sarah Martin
Sarah Jane Martin
Lilla Mason
Caroline McConnell
Mary McConnell
Debbie McDonald
Sue McKeown
Robyn McNutt
Patricia McVary

Kathryn Meintsma
Linda Mendenhall
Donna Meyer
Anne Migliozi
Randy Miller
Christine Morales
Annie Morris
Anne Moss
Lorraine Musselman
Nebraska Dressage 
Association
Deb Neivert
Sarah Nelson
Randi Nelson-Shipley
New England Dressage 
Association Members
Rosalie Nitzsche
Ida Noll
Judy Nordstrom
Doris North Vetter
Judith Nothem
Jane Nutter
Charles and Fiona O’Brien
Kathleen O’Connor
Deborah O’Keefe
Barbara O’Kelly
Diane and David Octaviano
Roberta Odell
Brigid Pajunen
Bev Parks
Anita Parra
Ashley Parsons
Jean Pecor
Nan Phipps
Wezo Pierson
Sophie Pirie
Julie Pittenger
Gerhard Politz
Jill Posadas
Adrienne Pot
Joy Potthoff

$1-$249 Donors, 
Continued 
Annette Pressas
Miss Purrcynth
Wayne Quarles
Makenzie Rath
Jessica Rattner
Nancy Reale
Donna Reber
Susan Reed
Christine Renne
Marion Ritchey Vance
Marie Rittman
John Rodenburg
Debbie Rodriguez
Felice Rose
Barbara Ross
Yan Ross
Yvonne Ross
Paddy Rossbach
Kathy Rowse
Colleen Rull
Nancy Ruth
STRIDE
Sylvia and Jesse Sabo
Polly Sack
Natalie Sandler
Eva Sauer
Holly Savage
Teresa Schlesinger-Parker
Marilyn Schroer
Teresa Schumacher
Katie Scott
Danielle Schenk
Sonya and Kristen 
Schwaegerle
Judy Seeherman
Mark and Michele 
Seitzinger
Joan Shapleigh
Susan Shattuck

Diane Shott
Ryan Shumacher
Lauren Simons
Robin Simpson
Marion Sindorf
Julie and Bill Skinner
John Skvarla
Sharon Skvarla
Elizabeth Smith
Emily Smith
Joan Smith
Dennis and Nancy Sobba
Southeast VADA
Linda Speer
Elinor Spellerberg
Heather Stalker
Karen Stapf
Axel Steiner and Terri Miller
Charli Stevens and 
Walter Geil
Thomas and Simonetta 
Steyer
Libby Stokes
Janet Stone
Danielle Stout
Karen Stricklett
John Stromberg
Bob Sullivan
Theodore and Judith Sunder
Kathryn Sutton
Mo Swanson
Elaine Taub
The Damn Horse Traders
Jen Thompson
Sally Tiegs
Katie Tolbert
Leanne Tousey
Utah Dressage Society
VADA/NOVA
Edward and Amy Van Cise
Julie Van Horn

Carolyn VandenBerg
Jen Verharen
Sonja Vracko
Jane Wade
Myra Wagener
Margo Wain Lee
Martha Wallis
Megan Ward
William Warren
Kathy White
Jean Whitesell
Amanda Wilgenburg
Bonnie Williams
Roberta and George Williams
Sheila Woerth
Ellen Wolchek
John Wood
Karen Woods
Jessica Wright
Mari Yates
Ann Yellott
Jo-Anne Young
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We have striven 
diligently to “get 
things right,” but 
if your name is 

omitted and should 
be here on our list, 
or if your name is 
misspelled, please 
contact us so that 

we can make things 
right at once. 
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- Leslie Rohrer, TDF Donor
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“Education is one of the m
ost im

portant 
ingredients for success 

and our horses’ happiness.

That is w
hy i continue 

m
y support of TDF.”


