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To join, you and your horse’s combined age
must be at least 100. Meet these teams

in a club all their own.

By lom Moates
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TPEOPLE SAY, TVOURE A REAL INSPIRATION!" BECALSE OF THE
age I am, and U seill riding,” says Ellie Mecelits. “And 1o
b honest, mobody realized how old T was uneil T did chas
Cenoary Clab thang. [ was just 72 in Jone.”

Just Enuff Sun. Ellie’s American Quarter Horse gelding
whe's betrer known as "Sunny,” had juse turned 32 when they
compeiod wpether in o dressage show in March 2009 ar the
Florida Horse Park. Their combined age ac che cime added
up to 103, and che ride qualified them for the Dressage
Foundarion’s Century Club = an honor bestowed upon horge
and rider pairs with a combined age of 104 ar more who soill
compene in horse shows.

Slore than 70 hosse and rider “teams,” as ehey are called,
currently make up the club. Thirteen of che qualified horses,
around 20 percent of the club’s roster, are American Chuarcer
Horses or Quarter Horse crosses.

The Diressage Foundarion 15 a nonprofic group escablished
to foster suppore for the sport of dressage, or to pat it another
way, as the group frankly states in s liceroure: ~We raise
Moy, manage it and give i away.”

The Century Club was organized i 199G, says Jenny
Johnson, the foundation’s adminiscrative manager. It was che
bBrainchild of some older riders who wanted oo FECOgnIze
other senior riders and horses, showease the partnecships chey
enjoy, point to the longevity and ficness they exemplify and

simply show others char ic is possible o have fun wich
horses at an older age.

There are no membership dues, and enery is just a marcer
of rnding any level dressage test at a show under a judge (even
-u"lu:n:hilng shiows count) and rnl_h:-rin!: e age rm'ru'trcn'h_-m;_
The Century Club members are spread our all across Ameerica,
and there are no formal meetings, bur an annual newslercer
is produced wich listings of new members.

Somenimes the "Century Rides™ spark a big celebrarion,
with family and friends giving the horse and rider flowers,
and Jenny says she even has seen a qualifying hosse receive a
huge gift basker, Ir's cypical o see these riders enjoying very
long-term rélacionships with cheir cenoury mounis.

“I wene oo see this horse wich a friend of mine who wanred
to buy i,” Ellie remembers of how she and Sunny met 28 years
ago, "Hewas skin and bones, and she dida’t even want o ey
hiim. I eaid, “Well, rev him! He might have nice gaits.” 5o she
wirtldn'c ery him. 1 rried him, and he was lovely. | ended up
having him veoeed our, which cost mose than the horse cost.
(The ver) said o me char all he nesded was proceries.

“Ar the rime 1 didnT have my own farm, boc [ had him
sent o where [ was boarding my other hosse, which was also
a Chuarver Horse, and we starved from chere. T orail rode him
in the beginning. | scoually boughe him o do competitive
trail riding, And chen we bough onr own farm, and we ook
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him home. A friend of mine who was an COyUESEFEAR INSErUCEOr
said to me, "Why don't vou bring him over for some dre S5AEC
lessons?” 5o | rook him over .. and that’s how we got into
dressage. Then we got into even Cing

Sunny was 4 years old when Ellie purchased him, and he
turnied 33 chis month. Other than a bone chip that required
surgery when he was 10, the gelding has remained com-
plerely sound and healthy over che decades.

“Nobody believes thar he's in his 30s,” Ellie says. "He's not
sway backed ar all. I've raken really good care of him. He's
chiropractored and acupunctured. He's on supplements. [ chink
the Chuarter Horses are really preoty wonderful. [ think cheir
temperarments are goeat. 'When | did evenring, he pust sook care
of me when [ wenrt over the jumps. He loves to jump.”

And Ellie loves o ride.

“Fm still ae ir.” she says. “My husband thoughe I'd give it
up a long time ago, bur it's still in my bloosd. We had a farm
up in New Jersey. We were there for 18 years, and we're down
here (in Florida) for eight years, and (Sunny) is with me. He's
with me ‘ril the end - cither his or mine,” she says with a
laugh. “I'm not sure which is going o go firse.”

Another Member

NOERMA THIELE TALBUET AND 3 2-VEAR-OLD LADY OF FAME, AKA
“Jonie,” are anocher team that has achieved entry inro the
Century Club in the opposite corner of the country. Norma
lives in Roscburg, Oregon, where she was born and raised.
Their Century Ride came in April 2010 ar an Oregon Dressage
Society-approved show in Roseburg.

“1 think ir’s a grear way to honor us older riders,” MNorma
says. “There are some very good riders in thar group that have
gone up through the levels (in dressage). It was my goal for
several years ro do this, and finally we reached the Proper age
bracker. Jonie goe elected to come back into the show ring
and do ir, She actually belongs to my daugheer-in-law, and
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I've kind of inherited her off-and-on for
che kase 15 years. U've showen her in open
shows.”

Norma, now 72, has ridden since she
wis 18 months old, when her grandfa-
ther put her on a pony. At one paing,
she began riding his milk cow, and she
swiftly received a new, more suicable,
equine mount o keep her off che
bovine. Much of her rime growing up
Was spent out ri-:.’:ni_l on her grum]f'a-
ther's 380-acre sheep ranch. In 1936,
she went off to college ar Ovegon Scace
Universicy and encered the riding pro-
gram, which introduced her o English
riding.

"My daughrer was in Pooy Club bere in
Roscbusg,” Norma says. “Of course, [ took
her to all che meetings and got soumed
ricding with her. | didn't get into dressage
wntil my danghrer was 9 when we joined
the Reseburg Jumping Hoese Clob and
started dong some dressage. [ ehink ir s
the basis for all good riding. The things
vou teach your horse and yourself in
dressage goes to all phases of riding.

Morma now works wich 28 4-H kids
and gays her qualifying Century Club
ride resulted from a challenge with chem.

“It was kinda like, "Oh. you can't do char,”™ she says, “and
I'm like, "Yes I can! If I can do ir, you kids can do i, Now EO
e work on chis!” ”

She has been  4-H leader for 42 years, coaching riders in
English, wesrern, jurnping and dressage. An active volunteer,
Norma obviously loves the community of Roseburg, and
Quarter Horses weave ineo the faboic of the life she Enjoys on
her 15-acre place there — and one Quarcer Horse senior
citizén in parcicular.

“Jonie likes anything thae vou do wich her for the attention,”
Noema says with a chuckle. "She's a livdle foundarion Chaarver
Horse. She’s a bay mare. Righr now she has naching bur her
frone teeth. Shes acowally a licche overweight right now, She
gets grain wich alfalfa pellets cwice a day. | puc warm warer
and corm oil on her feed. She docsn't get any extra supplements.
Everybody char says they can't keep cheir horse fat, I tell them
vo comie book ar mine! She has raised six of seven foals, All of
her habses have been really super nice.

“Some of your Quarter Horses are doing very good in
{(dressage).” she points our. “Parvicnlatly the ones we've
taken off the racerrack. There are quite a few Quarter Horses
in the dressage circuit. ... They are one of the most versarile
breeds chere is. From the curring and reining, right down o
being a good honest horse for a kid to leamn to ride on. The
(4-H) kids come in with some kind of a crary horse, and 1 ask
them to please go find a nice genrle Quareer Horse char will
eeach you how o ride.” B

Visir www.dressagefoundation.org 1o dearn more abowr e
Drustage Foundation. And to dearn bowr riders — of any age — can
ger staried in dreage with their American Qwarter Huorse, po 0
smericashorsedaily.com amd search for “drevage  Among the
articles you' lf find 1 an eqplawation of how yout can earn AQHA
poimis a5 o dretsape thou
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