


HELP FOR YOUNG RIDERS

Olympic Dream Program
Administered and funded by The Dressage Foundation, this Program sends four top Young

American Dressage Riders to Europe each year, along with two adult chaperones, for a two-week
introduction to European Dressage trainers, riders, facilities and events. The program costs

approximately $30,000 each year.  Twenty-eight Young Riders have experienced this 
highly-praised program since its beginning in 2000.

USDF FEI Junior/Young Rider Clinic Series 
Young Dressage Riders, between the ages of 14 and 21, currently riding at Third Level or above,

participate in nine clinics conducted each year (one in each USDF Region).  Instructors are
highly respected international high-performance athletes. The Dressage Foundation 

has helped make these clinics possible with a $25,000 annual grant to USDF 
(from 2004-2007, a $100,000 Donor investment in this Program).  

USDF/USEF Young Rider Graduate Program 
A weekend classroom educational seminar, this Program helps Young Rider graduates 

learn how to make a successful career in the adult equestrian world. The Dressage Foundation 
has committed a $15,000 funding grant for this Program in 2008.

The Michael Poulin Dressage Fund 
Established at The Dressage Foundation by friends and supporters of Olympian Michael Poulin,

this Fund awarded a $7,950 grant in 2005 to Kaitlyn Hamilton (MI) to represent the United
States at the FEI Young Rider World Cup Dressage Final in Frankfurt, Germany – 

and a $6,500 grant to two-time Brentina Cup winner, Elisabeth Austin (VT) 
to train with Klaus Balkenhol in Germany. 

Cheryl Finke Developing Young Rider Fund for Center Line Dressage (IL)
This fund awards scholarships to help provide educational training for Young Riders.  
In 2007, the Fund awarded a $1,000 scholarship to David Blake (CA) to help him 

compete in the 2007 World Championships for Young Dressage Horses.  

The Amanda Ward Legacy Fund
Established at The Dressage Foundation in 2007, in special remembrance of Amanda, 

to help Young Riders pursue their Dressage Dreams. The Fund will give an annual $1000 
Award to the highest scoring Junior/Young Rider at Third Level and above, at the New England

Dressage Association Fall Festival. Micaela Mabragana was the 2007 recipient.   

Funds and Programs of The Dressage Foundation…who and how they help.
HELP FOR ADULT AMATEURS

The Carol Lavell Gifted Fund 
Seeded with Donations received in special remembrance of Carol’s great Dressage horse Gifted.

This Fund provides nine scholarships @ $750 each year to enable Adult Amateurs 
to set aside quality-time, in concentrated training, with a horse they own, 

away from daily pressures of job and family.

HELP FOR DRESSAGE INSTRUCTORS

Major Anders Lindgren Scholarship
Available annually to a Dressage Instructor, especially those in the USDF Certified Pool,

Training through Fourth Level.  This $6,000 award is for study abroad to improve 
teaching and training skills.

Continuing Education for Dressage Instructors
A new Program in 2008, administered by The Dressage Foundation, funded by 

Maryal Barnett with an annual Donation through the Founders’ Endowment Fund. 
The new program offers ten annual grants of $1,000 each, to USDF GMOs for Instructor 

education. Grants will be issued on a “first-come-first served” basis each year, until the 
$10,000 annual grant is depleted.  As the Fund grows, additional sessions will be offered 

to groups and organizations beyond GMOs. 

USDF Region 9 Annual Prize for Dressage Teaching Excellence
A new $5,000 Annual Award to be administered by The Dressage Foundation, to recognize

and honor excellence in the teaching of Dressage, to a USDF Region 9 Dressage Instructor.

HELP FOR DRESSAGE JUDGES

Edgar Hotz Judges Endowment Fund
Provides financial support to the USDF “Continuing Education for Judges and 

USDF ‘L’ Program Graduates.”  USDF Administers this program; The Dressage Foundation
serves as “banker” for nine programs annually at $800 each, one in each USDF Region.  

Participants have evaluated the program with very high marks.

HELP WITH EDUCATIONAL CLINICS/SEMINARS/SYMPOSIA

Violet M. Hopkins Fund
Provides financial assistance to USDF GMOs, to conduct educational clinics and seminars for

Dressage Riders at all levels.  The Dressage Foundation administers and funds this program, making it
possible for twenty to thirty GMO clinics each year, at an approximate total cost of $35,000 annually. 

The Dancing Horse Fund
Administered and funded by The Dressage Foundation. Grants are awarded to “promote 
participation in, and improve the quality of Musical Freestyle at all levels of Dressage.”  

Any Equestrian group may apply for a grant from this Fund.

Founders’ Endowment Fund
Established in 1998 by an anonymous Donor, with a $100,200 gift of appreciated stock, 
the principal remains invested permanently.  The annual earnings help provide training 
scholarships for Adult Amateurs, and Continuing Education for Dressage Instructors.

HELP FOR HIGH PERFORMANCE DRESSAGE

The Carol Lavell Advanced Dressage Prize
Established by Carol Lavell, her family and friends, and is administered by The Dressage

Foundation.  It will provide a $25,000 annual grant for coaching and training to a talented,
committed, qualified rider whose plan is to reach and excel at the elite, international standards

of high performance Dressage.

Anne Barlow Ramsay Charitable Remainder Unitrust 
Established in 1998 to provide a ten-year income stream to a designated Dressage Rider.  

The Trust matures in 2008, paying several hundred thousand dollars to The Dressage
Foundation, the designated “charitable remainderman.”  Dr. Ramsay has requested that 

an annual $25,000 grant be awarded in the future to provide upper level European training 
for American bred horses.  The Dressage Foundation will administer this Fund.

TO HONOR SENIOR DRESSAGE RIDERS

The Century Club
Formed at The Dressage Foundation in 1996, to honor horse and rider Teams whose combined ages
add up to 100 years or more.  Teams ride a test at any level, at a Dressage show or event, with test
papers signed by the participating judge.  A plaque is presented to these life-long Dressage riders, 

and their equine partners. The Century Club membership stands at 47 Teams in 2007.


