
Think of us as your
“Dressage Bank”– a place
where you can make deposits
(Donations) and withdrawals
(Scholarships/Grants).

Ours is a unique organization, helping
the sport of Dressage with a growing array
of Grants, Scholarships, Funds, Programs
and Projects.  A few important, highlight
facts about us are these:

• Our Mission is: “To cultivate and 
provide financial support for the
advancement of Dressage.”

• Established in 1989, our founder
is my father, Lowell Boomer (96
years of age in 2007), who is 
also the founding organizer 
of the United States Dressage
Federation (USDF) in 1973.
My wife, Lynn, and I 
manage The Dressage
Foundation.  For many
years, the Boomer Family
has given generously 
of its time, talent and treas-
ure, to help our sport.

• Our business, simply stat-
ed, is: we raise money,
manage it, and give it away.

• We are a stand-alone Foundation. We
are not part of USDF. We provide fund-
ing to USDF, its GMOs and members, as
well as giving support to other
Dressage/equestrian organizations, proj-
ects and programs. We are neither
enmeshed in the organizational 
structure, nor entangled in the politics 
of any other equestrian organization.

• Stewardship is “Job One” at The
Dressage Foundation. Donor Funds
are established by Board Resolution,
which spells out the Funds’ purpose,
policies and procedures.  This puts on
file a stewardship governance road
map, to guide future Management/
Boards in carrying out precisely and
perpetually the Donor’s designated
intent.  

• We are a non-profit tax-exempt 
corporation [IRS Code Sec.
501(c)(3)].  All Donations are 
tax-deductible to the extent allowed
by law. 

• We have no dues-paying members.
Our only sources of revenue are chari-
table contributions and earnings on

our Funds and investment reserves.
Donors are all-important to the

Foundation; we can only give
away what Donors give to us,
to make all of our good works
possible. 
• Donations come to us in

all sizes – small, medium,
large, extra-large – each
gift is so important.

Please join us in our
work. Contribute to one of

our present Funds, or consider
establishing a Fund to help turn

Dressage Dreams into Action.  Those
we help will be so grateful to you.

Cordially,

John F. Boomer

The Dressage Foundation  
Helps In So Many Ways…

THE DRESSAGE FOUNDATION
STATEMENTS OF GRANTS AND AWARDS
FROM AUDITED FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
YEARS ENDED DECEMBER 31, 2006 AND 2005

GRANTS AND AWARDS 2006 2005
Funding Direct to United States Dressage Federation, Inc. (USDF)

USDF FEI Jr/YR Clinic Series 25,000 25,000

USDF/USEF YR Graduate Program 10,000

USDF Continuing Education for Judges/ ‘L’ Graduates 7,500

Founders’ Endowment Fund, Instructor 
Certification Scholarships 3,698 1,250

28,698 43,750

Funding Direct to USDF Members, Programs, GMOs/chapters

Gifted Fund Adult Amateur Scholarships 3,750 5,500

Major Anders Lindgren Scholarship 6,000 6,000

Advanced YR Olympic Dream Program 29,255 33,088

Violet M. Hopkins Fund, USDF GMOs/chapters 17,300 20,512

Dancing Horse Freestyle Fund 2,700 1,500

59,005 66,600

Funding to Enhance Dressage

Dr. Hilary Clayton, Equine Research, Michigan 
State University 10,000

Eckart Meyners Instructor Training Program, 
2 United States Symposia 10,000

Historic Film Documentary, PHE 5,000

Cheryl Finke Center Line Fund (IL) Scholarship 500

Michael Poulin Dressage Fund to Kaitlyn Hamilton selected by 
USEF for FEI European YR World Cup Dressage Finals 7,950

Michael Poulin Dressage Fund to Elisabeth Austin, winner of 
2006 Brentina Cup, to train in Germany with Klaus Balkenhol 6,500

Dressage4Kids 1,000

6,500 34,450

Grants Payable 8,650 12,175

Total Grants and Awards $102,853 $156,975
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Members of the Board of Directors 
and prominent Dressage leaders
voluntarily serve on a number of 
important Selection Committees

THE DRESSAGE FOUNDATION
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Telephone: 402/434-8585
Fax: 402/436-3053

Email: john@dressagefoundation.org
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The Dressage Foundation has the expertise
and computer software to help you, and your

professional legal/financial advisors with
Charitable Planned Gifts -- Gift Annuities,

Charitable Remainder Trusts, Charitable Lead
Trusts, Endowment Fund Gifts, Real Estate
Gifts, Wills and Bequests.  Tax advantages

can be substantial. The Dressage Foundation
has a growing inventory of these kinds of

estate-plan gifts, which will help to fortify the
Foundation’s financial future.

For details, applications, and instructions,
go to The Dressage Foundation website at,

www.dressagefoundation.org. 
We invite you to contact 

The Dressage Foundation office 
if you have questions or need 

more information. 

Charitable Planned Giving 
Opportunities



HELP FOR YOUNG RIDERS

Olympic Dream Program
Administered and funded by The Dressage Foundation, this Program sends four top Young

American Dressage Riders to Europe each year, along with two adult chaperones, for a two-week
introduction to European Dressage trainers, riders, facilities and events. The program costs

approximately $30,000 each year.  Twenty-eight Young Riders have experienced this 
highly-praised program since its beginning in 2000.

USDF FEI Junior/Young Rider Clinic Series 
Young Dressage Riders, between the ages of 14 and 21, currently riding at Third Level or above,

participate in nine clinics conducted each year (one in each USDF Region).  Instructors are
highly respected international high-performance athletes. The Dressage Foundation 

has helped make these clinics possible with a $25,000 annual grant to USDF 
(from 2004-2007, a $100,000 Donor investment in this Program).  

USDF/USEF Young Rider Graduate Program 
A weekend classroom educational seminar, this Program helps Young Rider graduates 

learn how to make a successful career in the adult equestrian world. The Dressage Foundation 
has committed a $15,000 funding grant for this Program in 2008.

The Michael Poulin Dressage Fund 
Established at The Dressage Foundation by friends and supporters of Olympian Michael Poulin,

this Fund awarded a $7,950 grant in 2005 to Kaitlyn Hamilton (MI) to represent the United
States at the FEI Young Rider World Cup Dressage Final in Frankfurt, Germany – 

and a $6,500 grant to two-time Brentina Cup winner, Elisabeth Austin (VT) 
to train with Klaus Balkenhol in Germany. 

Cheryl Finke Developing Young Rider Fund for Center Line Dressage (IL)
This fund awards scholarships to help provide educational training for Young Riders.  
In 2007, the Fund awarded a $1,000 scholarship to David Blake (CA) to help him 

compete in the 2007 World Championships for Young Dressage Horses.  

The Amanda Ward Legacy Fund
Established at The Dressage Foundation in 2007, in special remembrance of Amanda, 

to help Young Riders pursue their Dressage Dreams. The Fund will give an annual $1000 
Award to the highest scoring Junior/Young Rider at Third Level and above, at the New England

Dressage Association Fall Festival. Micaela Mabragana was the 2007 recipient.   

Funds and Programs of The Dressage Foundation…who and how they help.
HELP FOR ADULT AMATEURS

The Carol Lavell Gifted Fund 
Seeded with Donations received in special remembrance of Carol’s great Dressage horse Gifted.

This Fund provides nine scholarships @ $750 each year to enable Adult Amateurs 
to set aside quality-time, in concentrated training, with a horse they own, 

away from daily pressures of job and family.

HELP FOR DRESSAGE INSTRUCTORS

Major Anders Lindgren Scholarship
Available annually to a Dressage Instructor, especially those in the USDF Certified Pool,

Training through Fourth Level.  This $6,000 award is for study abroad to improve 
teaching and training skills.

Continuing Education for Dressage Instructors
A new Program in 2008, administered by The Dressage Foundation, funded by 

Maryal Barnett with an annual Donation through the Founders’ Endowment Fund. 
The new program offers ten annual grants of $1,000 each, to USDF GMOs for Instructor 

education. Grants will be issued on a “first-come-first served” basis each year, until the 
$10,000 annual grant is depleted.  As the Fund grows, additional sessions will be offered 

to groups and organizations beyond GMOs. 

USDF Region 9 Annual Prize for Dressage Teaching Excellence
A new $5,000 Annual Award to be administered by The Dressage Foundation, to recognize

and honor excellence in the teaching of Dressage, to a USDF Region 9 Dressage Instructor.

HELP FOR DRESSAGE JUDGES

Edgar Hotz Judges Endowment Fund
Provides financial support to the USDF “Continuing Education for Judges and 

USDF ‘L’ Program Graduates.”  USDF Administers this program; The Dressage Foundation
serves as “banker” for nine programs annually at $800 each, one in each USDF Region.  

Participants have evaluated the program with very high marks.

HELP WITH EDUCATIONAL CLINICS/SEMINARS/SYMPOSIA

Violet M. Hopkins Fund
Provides financial assistance to USDF GMOs, to conduct educational clinics and seminars for

Dressage Riders at all levels.  The Dressage Foundation administers and funds this program, making it
possible for twenty to thirty GMO clinics each year, at an approximate total cost of $35,000 annually. 

The Dancing Horse Fund
Administered and funded by The Dressage Foundation. Grants are awarded to “promote 
participation in, and improve the quality of Musical Freestyle at all levels of Dressage.”  

Any Equestrian group may apply for a grant from this Fund.

Founders’ Endowment Fund
Established in 1998 by an anonymous Donor, with a $100,200 gift of appreciated stock, 
the principal remains invested permanently.  The annual earnings help provide training 
scholarships for Adult Amateurs, and Continuing Education for Dressage Instructors.

HELP FOR HIGH PERFORMANCE DRESSAGE

The Carol Lavell Advanced Dressage Prize
Established by Carol Lavell, her family and friends, and is administered by The Dressage

Foundation.  It will provide a $25,000 annual grant for coaching and training to a talented,
committed, qualified rider whose plan is to reach and excel at the elite, international standards

of high performance Dressage.

Anne Barlow Ramsay Charitable Remainder Unitrust 
Established in 1998 to provide a ten-year income stream to a designated Dressage Rider.  

The Trust matures in 2008, paying several hundred thousand dollars to The Dressage
Foundation, the designated “charitable remainderman.”  Dr. Ramsay has requested that 

an annual $25,000 grant be awarded in the future to provide upper level European training 
for American bred horses.  The Dressage Foundation will administer this Fund.

TO HONOR SENIOR DRESSAGE RIDERS

The Century Club
Formed at The Dressage Foundation in 1996, to honor horse and rider Teams whose combined ages
add up to 100 years or more.  Teams ride a test at any level, at a Dressage show or event, with test
papers signed by the participating judge.  A plaque is presented to these life-long Dressage riders, 

and their equine partners. The Century Club membership stands at 47 Teams in 2007.






