
The Dressage Foundation 
Board of Directors:

Jonathan R. Burton (AZ) 
Chairman

John H. Fritz (IL) 
Vice Chairman

Ralph F. Dreitzler III (WA) 
Treasurer

Clay Teske (NE) 
Secretary

Lendon Gray (NY) 
President and CEO

Lowell Boomer (NE) Founder
Maryal Barnett (MI)
Vivien Bobo (MA)

John F. Boomer (NE)
Barbara A. Cadwell (WI)

Joseph E. Carr (KY)
Lazelle Knocke (NJ)

Michael Matson (MD)
Judith Noone (MA)
Michael Poulin (FL)

THE DRESSAGE FOUNDATION
Wells Fargo Center, Suite 732

1248 ‘O’ Street
Lincoln, NE 68508

Telephone: 402/434-8585
Fax: 402/436-3053

Email: lendon@dressagefoundation.org
Website: www.dressagefoundation.org

The Dressage Foundation has the expertise
and computer software to help you, and

your professional legal/financial advisors with
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If you have questions or need more 
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Charitable 
Planned Giving 
Opportunities

~Olympic Dream Program

~USDF FEI Jr/YR Clinic Series

~USDF/USEF YR Graduate Program

~The Michael Poulin Dressage Fund

~Cheryl Finke Developing Rider Fund

~Amanda Ward Legacy Fund

~Carol Lavell Gifted Fund for Adult
Amateurs

~Major Anders Lindgren Scholarship

~Continuing Education for Dressage
Instructors

~USDF Region 9 Annual Prize for 
Teaching Excellence

~Edgar Hotz Judges Endowment Fund

~Renee Isler Dressage Support Fund

~Violet M. Hopkins Fund

~The Dancing Horse Fund

~Founders’ Endowment Fund

~The Carol Lavell Advanced Dressage Prize

~Anne Barlow Ramsay Annual Grant

~The Century Club

Grants,Scholarships and
Funding Support 
offered annually by 
The Dressage Foundation

Highlights of 
Lendon Gray’s
Equestrian Credentials LENDON GRAY

has been appointed
PRESIDENT AND

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER
of 

THE DRESSAGE FOUNDATION
effective September 1, 2008.

She takes the leadership reins from 
John Boomer who has served as 

President and Chief Executive Officer 
of The Dressage Foundation since 1998.  

John Boomer accepts for his father, Lowell Boomer, the Braley Gray Award 
from Lendon Gray, established in honor of her father.  Ceremony at 
Youth Dressage Festival, Ox Ridge Hunt Club, Darien, CT 2003.

Vision:Dreams in Action
AS A RIDER:

~1980 Olympic Team

~1988 Olympic Team

~1991 World Cup US Representative

~1981, ‘82, ‘91, ‘92 Winner of 8 medals at
US Olympic Festivals riding four different
horses, each trained by Lendon

TRAINER/INSTRUCTOR/COACH:

~Currently operates dressage training stable,
Gleneden Dressage, with fifty horses and
100 regular students

~Teaches Clinics throughout the United
States, Canada, in Australia, New Zealand,
Iceland and Uruguay

ACTIVE IN THE GOVERNANCE OF:

~USEF, USDF, USET, US Pony Club, 
The Dressage Foundation, Equestrian
Educational Systems, Sweet Briar College,
ANRC, Dressage4Kids

AWARDS AND HONORS:

~Numerous, active speaker, writer, 
lecturer, author of “Lessons with Lendon.”

~Congressional Gold Medal Award 
winner, the U.S. House of Representatives’
highest civilian award.  







Dear Fellow Equestrians, 

It is a distinct honor for me to greet you from my new position as President and Chief Executive
Officer of The Dressage Foundation.  There is much I hope to accomplish from this platform, 
and I want to share my vision, dreams and thoughts with you in this letter.

First, I am a bit intimidated as I step into the shoes of Lowell and John Boomer.  For the past nineteen
years, through their efforts, The Dressage Foundation has made it possible for so many people of all
ages and levels of horsemanship to be inspired, to improve their riding, to elevate their teaching, and
to gain appreciation of the challenges and values of dressage.  I am, however, exhilarated by the 
opportunity to expand on the base that The Dressage Foundation has provided for the advancement 
of amateurs, youth, judges, and instructors, as well as for elite riders.  

The plan I would like to carry forward is a two-pronged effort: Programmatic and Financial.
Let me address each of these as follows:

PROGRAMMATIC.  
I have been immersed in things equestrian throughout my entire life.  Now, as I look around the
equestrian landscape and reflect on it, I feel deeply that four priority matters need to be addressed 
to enhance our beloved sport for the future.  They are: 

1) The need to educate our instructors in teaching skills. I don’t mean just how to teach horseman-
ship, but to “teach how to teach.”  We need to help our instructors develop better teaching skills. 
We have been good at teaching instructors what to teach, but not how to teach. 

2) We need to bring dressage training opportunities to riders from other disciplines and ‘alternate’
breeds. Riders and horses in every discipline and breed can improve their performance if they learn,
practice and use good basic dressage techniques.  I’d like to create opportunities for riders of all 
disciplines to learn how basic dressage skills can maximize any horse’s abilities. We don’t want to make
them into dressage horses, but make them happier and more comfortable in their own jobs.

3) We need to identify and help young riders (and horses) who have the talent, commitment, and 
passion to ride to the top of our sport. I have been fortunate to be able to help many riders such as
Courtney King, Chris Hickey, Liz Austin, and Liz Hendrix get a good start in their equestrian careers.
Perhaps they would not be where they are today without the opportunities I gave them. There are
other riders with their talent and drive in this country who just need the chance. Now, as President
and CEO of The Dressage Foundation, I hope to add some muscle to help raise the level of American
dressage competitiveness and excellence, by providing what young dressage riders all need – training, 
instruction and money.  

4) I want to keep The Dressage Foundation’s present programs going and growing, as well as to help
donors create and establish new funds to advance the sport. One of the things that has impressed me
about John Boomer is his ability to identify needs, and then find people to fund them.  
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A Letter from Lendon
All of these needs cry out for our attention, and if we give it, and give it well, the dividend yield will 
be large and lasting for our sport.  I envision a whole range of teaching and training programs, along
with grants and scholarships, to address these opportunities head on.  I want to enlist a cadre of our
equestrian leaders to tackle this effort.  We will need to use our best people, the full range of our 
modern technological teaching tools, effective program modules, and work collaboratively across our
equestrian sport.  I invite you to join us, as we “mount up and ride forth to spread the dressage gospel.” 

FINANCIAL.
The second and equally-important task for me is to help build the asset base of The Dressage
Foundation to a larger level, in order to fortify the Foundation’s financial future.  To carry out our 
programmatic dreams, we must have solid, permanent financial underpinnings.  John and Lynn Boomer
– the sole staff of The Dressage Foundation – have managed, during the last decade, to raise the 
necessary funds each year for grants, scholarships and operating expenses – no small feat.  The Dressage
Foundation’s business model is a good one – lean administrative staff, heavy volunteer participation,
supported by an off-payroll cadre of advisors – attorneys, accounting firm, investment managers, graphic
arts and printing sources, public relations, webmaster – all located within blocks of the Foundation’s
headquarters office.

The Dressage Foundation has only two sources of revenue – charitable contributions and earnings from
its investment funds.  When stock market and economic conditions tighten, The Dressage Foundation
revenue stream is more vulnerable than those of contemporary equestrian organizations who have 
guaranteed membership dues income.  Our plan is to enlarge the asset base of The Dressage
Foundation to a point where its earnings will yield the necessary revenues each year for grants, 
scholarships and operating expenses.  We will initiate a Working-Capital Campaign to achieve this 
goal, thereby putting The Dressage Foundation on financial autopilot, to insure that a permanent 
and perpetual funding stream is in place to carry out our programmatic dreams. 

I have accepted the Presidency of The Dressage Foundation for an open-ended term, without salary 
or benefits, but with reimbursement for my travel expenses.  I will continue to reside in Bedford, New
York, and to be involved with my equestrian operation there.  John and Lynn Boomer will provide
administrative back-up from the Foundation’s headquarters office in Lincoln, Nebraska, and will be 
hiring and training eventual replacement staff for their positions.  I am comforted in having their
expertise close at hand, as I take up the leadership reins.  I am thrilled, too, to be able to work more
closely with The Dressage Foundation’s veteran Board of Directors, which is steeped in dressage 
experience.  Their names are listed elsewhere in this brochure.  Three of the Foundation Board 
members are former Olympians – General Burton, Michael Poulin, and myself.  And, three 
of the Board members are among “The Fifty Most Influential Horsemen of the Twentieth Century,
Worldwide,” as named by the Chronicle of the Horse – Lowell Boomer, Jack Fritz, and General Burton.  

In closing I invite you to join our brigade – raise your hands, volunteer to help us transform the 
Dreams in Action that I have listed in this letter, and share with us your financial support and ideas. 
You can help us make deep, enduring hoof prints on the sport we love so much.    

Cordially, 

Lendon

Dear Dressage Friends,

We are so excited that Lendon Gray is taking the leadership reins of The Dressage

Foundation, as she has just piled one high accomplishment on top of another for so

many years, and has deservedly reached an exalted pinnacle in our beloved sport.

We look forward to providing full administrative back-up and support to Lendon as

she assumes her new leadership position.  

We are touched, too, as we know Lendon is, by the blending of historic roles of 

two prominent American pioneer dressage families – the Grays and the Boomers.  

Lendon’s mother was a nationally distinguished horsewoman in her own right, and

taught horseback riding lessons over national radio from her home in Maine.  

And, listening in Nebraska was an aspiring young horseman named Lowell Boomer,

John’s father.  Today 97 years of age, Lowell Boomer became the founding organizer 

of the United States Dressage Federation (USDF) in 1973, then served for twelve

years as its Executive Director, followed by four more years as President, and in 1989 

established The Dressage Foundation.  Like Gray, Lowell Boomer has been honored

with many awards, including the United States Equestrian Federation’s Lifetime

Achievement Award.  

We are moved by the high accomplishments of these two premier dressage families

and now this long heritage, strengthened in union, can hopefully make an impact 

on the sport of dressage that will be large and lasting, as it transforms Dressage

Dreams into Action.

LENDON GRAY
President and Chief Executive Officer
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