ELYSIUM FARM FUND GRANT REPORT

BY LAURIE WEISER, DVM
BLUME FARM HANOVERIANS,
PITTSBORO, NC

Through the generosity of the Elysium Farm FundnGra
was able to attend the summer session of the Hanaosr
Verband Breeders Course in Verden, Germany. Tdisse
is offered every other year, rotating between lectalirse
focusing on stallions and a summer course focusmg
mares.

The summer session of the Hannoveraner VerbandiBree
Course is an intensive 6-day course consistingaitites on
the history of the Hanoverian horse, conformatiod blood
line analysis, visits to both small and large bhegdarms,
stallion stations, Celle & Adelheidsdorf, and attieiy many |
mare and foal shows. Our days started between8aB0
and we didn’t get home some nights until 11pm!

There was one repeatable theme throughout theeeansingo Pape summarized it best, “you
don’t breed a mare, you breed a dam line. Ansluthat this dam line has produced in the last
10 years that matters.” We have a good mare begeimthe U.S., but it is small and still
developing. |feel we need to encourage breedessek out these highly productive mare lines
- the ones that have produced successful sporefiastallion sons and premium mares.

The first day started with a lecture by Dr. Chriatm on the history of the Hanoverian breed,
some breeding statistics in Germany, and the bmgegbals for the different sport horse
disciplines of dressage, jumping, eventing andsueariding. He also discussed the criteria
needed for mares to be placed in the studbook kssvstallion inspection, licensing and
testing.

After the lecture we were presented a few of taadsbut stallions including Londontime,
Lissaro van de Helle, Furst Nymphenburg and Flor&adly | forgot my camera that day but
will update once | get some pictures sent to medme of the other attendees.

| was most impressed with Lissaro and Furst Nymphen Lissaro had such elasticity and self

carriage as well a great demeanor. He was on th#esrside so might be a great stallion choice
to downsize a larger mare. Furst Nymphenburg hge puesence with a large uphill frame and

beautiful head/neck/shoulder (and the absolutelgtrneautiful liver chestnut color).

We attended four mare shows: EImlohe, Dobrock, 8adj and Sandbostel. These shows are
like nothing else | have seen before; it is hodingare after mare entering the show triangle, one
right after the other, in quick succession. Tlessés are broken down into two-year-old
dressage mares, two-year-old jumping mares, theae-gld dressage mares with and without
performance testing, three-year-old jumping marigis and without performance testing, four-



year-old dressage mares, four-year-old jumping smang finally mare families. First the mares
enter the ring individually and are trotted in hamdund the entire triangle, next they are walked
in a straight line towards the judges and finalbosl up for conformation analysis. At the end of
each class the mares are presented as a grodwaikaring” where they can be evaluated for
comparison. Throughout the entire show we worel$eta so all the judges comments were
translated for us into English.

There is no better way to develop your eye for con&tion, gait evaluation and movement like
seeing 50 mares presented in rapid successiosthitough this that you can start to see subtle
differences in the way a mare uses her entire ek, shoulder, back and hind leg) at the
walk and trot and if she naturally holds herselééff carriage.

You can begin to see a strong versus weak loirk pesition, good versus straight shoulder, leg
conformation and a nice topline with good saddlsitpmn. As a group | think we mostly
struggled with evaluation of the hind leg. It mazing how different hind leg conformation can
look depending on how the mare is stood up. Adteshile it was dizzying and all the legs
started to look either too straight, sickle hockedow hocked!

For the Hanoverian breed all the shows and ingpestre judged by a panel of three judges.
They confer, debate and discuss any discrepar@gatay have between them before settling
on a score or placement. It is not up to the gplaion of one judge. I find this more fair and
less swayed by either politics or personal taBtee to the large size of the grounds at the mare
show in EImlohe, we were able to stand in the naddIthe arena with the judges for each walk
ring and Dr. Christmann gave us his opinion androemts. This was a fantastic experience as
the vantage point is much different when you artelhiag the mares as a group from the center
of the arena with the judges versus the sidelifiesas also interesting to see that even if a mare
had a fabulous trot and nice conformation, butd&eks than swinging walk it was quite
possible that she would be placed second or thiedgroup. These judges definitely were not
impressed by front legs flying high at the trotheTmares also had to use their bodies, their hind
leg, be free of tension and have a natural tendmcelf carriage.

Maren Schlender from the Hannoveraner Verband gavgs on how to present horses on the
triangle. It cannot be stressed enough how impboead difficult it is to present your horse
properly. You only have one chance to show offrymarse so one should be skilled and have
practiced, practiced, practiced! First, while tirgg or walking a horse in-hand there should
never be tension on the reins. The handler’s &onld be held out and very steady to help
guide the horse in the direction of travel. Tha ahould be held in a way to encourage the
horse to move in self carriage versus holding #editoo high or bracing against the reins. One
must be steady on their feet, a fast runner witlg Istride and agile. There were many runners
that were pushed out of the triangle and the hegessentation suffered greatly. When walking
the horse in-hand it is again important to haveéemsion on the reins. The handler must allow
the horse to walk freely forward with head and nsitktched, good tempo and good swing
through the body. To stand a horse properly fof@wonation evaluation the horse must be
presented in an “open” position so all four legs ba evaluated. The handler, at this phase,
should hold the reins open, one rein in each hdiek head and neck should be encouraged to
stretch forward but not so far as to allow the bBdcsfall forward over their shoulder. The hind
legs should be held under the horse, not parketikeud Saddlebred.



We also had robust discussions on the bloodlinesofi mare presented. Discussing whether
we would have chosen the same stallion and whdéhveach stallion might have passed on to
that individual mare. In one of Dr. Christmanréstures he talked about how adding jumping
blood into a dressage breeding program can be ibeigbut not the other way around, and you
can see how some breeders have incorporated tlosqbhy. The popularity of some stallions
was obvious such as Dancier, Contendro |, Scaaraterback and Furst Nymphenburg. There
were some standout mares from lesser used staflicisas Herzensdieb, Damsey, Furst
Rousseau, Monti Bellini, and Silberschmied. Sesmgnany mares you can really start to get a
feeling of what a particular stallion may passlooth the good and bad traits. | must admit that |
thought my stallion choices for 2013 were alreadgidied, but after this trip my mind has been
changed...to stallions | would not have considerethépast!

At the end of the week we attended one foal shaeatarm/ stallion station of the

Bockmann's. Here we were also presented sommstalh hand including the highly popular
and impressive Floriscount and Fidertanz. It wasigto have Dr. Christmann talk us through
how to evaluate foals as I think this is a veryidifit skill to develop. Being able to see so many
foals at a time really helped us see foals thaevirere in the shoulder, good use of their hind
end, and good use of their entire bodies.

e
The Summer 2012 Hannoveraner Verband Breeders €gursip enjoying the lovely German
summer weather at the Mare Show in Dobrock! Sadlig not get any great photos at the mare
shows as | was focused on watching, learning atending to our translated comments. | did
get some decent photos of the stallions we samjey ¢hose photos below.

We were an international group: FEI rider Alix $esi and Olga from the USA; Emma and
Jill (a mother daughter duo), Kerstin, Nici, Hilagnd Sue from the UK, Hillamari and Anna
from Finland, Silvia from France, and Paula fronai@p Again, it was great to see old friends
and make new ones at the same time.



CELLE TOUR

This is a candid shot of the young, hot new jungtallion Grey Top ( Graf Top-Singular Joter |-
Calypso Il). He is currently the most used jumgteilion at Celle and had a wonderful
personality, beautiful front end and great limbfoomation.

This second picture is that of the wonderful yostadlion Don Darius (Don Frederico-Markus
Deak xx-Falkenstern ). We were very lucky to kam go under saddle as they are preparing
him for the Bundeschampionat. He was amazinght lig the bridle, his frame was quite
flexible between compression and extension asagefl super willing attitude. Definitely a
stallion to watch and add to the potential breedistg His pedigree is quite interesting with the
thoroughbred Markus Deak xx up front so might lggemat choice for a refining stallion.



STALLION STATIONSDORUM AND OBERNDORF

Bonifatius (Belissimo M-Lauries Crusador xx-Lemore&). This is a young stallion with
impressive performance testing scores of 133.48/1/36.87/3; 111.05/13 showing that he
excelled in both the dressage and jumping portdiss testing. Very interesting pedigree with
again thoroughbred upfront in his breeding.

Above is the fabulous stallion Hochadel (Hohenstgamnerhall-Lanthan). Anyone who knows
me is well aware of my love for the stallion Hohiens so it is no surprise that | was impressed
with Hochadel. He possesses his fathers gorggpesthat lovely head/neck/shoulder that the
Trakhener passes on. His demeanor was also inygesshe was quite docile and could be
handled by anyone. | am excited in that they esefteezing his semen this summer and he may
be available frozen next year. It would be a goggtortunity for those of us in the U.S. that are
leary of using Hohenstein frozen semen but arerdagéis pedigree.



There is no mistaking the great stallion RotspombiRstein-Argentan-Pik Bube I). He is the
sire of my lovely mare EM Roseblume (Rotspon-DawgigiMatcho) and | can see where she
gets her head, neck and shoulder from! He isagiitie impressive and in great shape for a
stallion at the age of 17 years. Again, he impdssith his super demeanor, which he is
generally regarding as passing on to his offspring.

Quaterhall is a young stallion by the sensatioisn Quaterback-Donerahall-Walt Disney I.
Quaterhall's dam is the full sister to Donata K dam to stallion Deveraux (stationed at Jens
Meyer). A fantastic pedigree and a dam line tlzest theen highly prolific.



Comte is generally regarding as a jumper stalligh the pedigree of Contendro I-Granulit-
Landadel. However, it is worth noting that he scbquite well in both the dressage and
jumping portions of his testing. He is a stalltbat might be worth considering if one wanted to
add a little jumper pedigree into their dressageting program. Contendro | is known for
stamping his offspring with a modern type, uphiihe, and quite good canter. Those qualities
clearly came through with the stallion Comte.

Drombusch is u an impressive youn stallion kes a demeanor that is very amateur
friendly. He is by Don Vino-Likoto xx-Weltmeyer smain a stallion with thoroughbred up
close in his pedigree. Don Vino's dam sire is Cbard | think you can see that Trakehner

influence coming through in his lovely type. Helgfinitely one to watch and might be a great
choice for a refining stallion with a super amatgiendly personality.



HENGST-STATION PAPE

There are a few places we had the pleasure oinggitat make you feel like you are stepping
onto historic warmblood breeding ground: Celle, Izvd&sdorf, Klosterhof Medigen,
Hengstation Meyer and absolutely Hengstation P&apgan guarantee without an experienced
guide you would drive right past their place 100ds! It feels like their farm is smack dab in
the middle of town. However, once you drive throtige gate you see that their facility is quite
large with pastures extended far behind. Ingo%ushn Pape were the most gracious of hosts.
We got to see their fabulous stallion line up inohg the majestic Davignon, young hot stallion
Lemony's Nicket, the most popular Scolari and Forand Desiderio. Ingo Pape said the most
basic, yet profound thing during our visit..."yoordt breed a dam, you breed a dam line." |
think this is so important for us breeders to refnenwhen bringing a dam into our program.
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We had the absolute pleasure of seelng LemonyleeNpresented under saddle by Susan Pape.
| am normally not one that jumps on the band wagjdhe hot young stallion de jour but I think

| need to make an exception for Lemony's Nickebwi\is all | have to say! He is so free in his
movement, changes easily between collection areheidn and so highly rideable. He has such
a strong dam line that it greatly reduces the "redsociated with a new young stallion. Also, as
Hassler Dressage will be the ones handling hisfiaemen importation to the U.S. we can at
least expect nothing less than their stellar custasarvice.



This is Florano (Rousseau Rotspon Laurie's Crusmxu)orHe is much 'stockier” than | have
seen from most Rousseau offspring but | think ilh#te Rotspon coming through! He is a super
mover with exceptional pedigree (what can | sdgJe a Rotspon mare and | have bred to
Rousseau). Ingo Pape even admitted he can ikedbt in an exciteable atmosphere but they
are hoping as he matures that will improve. | hep&decause the videos | have seen of him are
fabulous, as are most Rousseau offspring. | tRioksseau can throw a bit of a more sensitive
horse, but for the competitive dressage rider sionestthis is needed.
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Scolari is a wildly popular stallion with a fantespedigree (Sandro Hit-De Niro-Weltmeyer).
He is built so uphill, long legs and quite modeHtis dam line is very strong as well making him
a great option for breeders wanting to add anif®'lblood. Of course, De Niro is probably
Donnerhall's best son for producing GP level digss$erses so great to have in a pedigree.



Desiderio is a great Iooklng son of Dlmagglo W|tda5h of Holstelner jumping blood via his
dam line (Dimaggio-Donnerhall-Classiker). A venyaresting pedigree, especially for someone
wanting to add a bit of jumper blood. His sire Bugio stood in England for a very long time
so his breeding has been quite limited in Germathg.has been producing some fantastic
dressage horses. Desiderio is also half brothEutstenball and closely related to Seiger Hit via
his very strong dam line. A very interesting stallto keep an eye on!



BOCKMANN
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The very impressive stallion Floriscount (FlorenBionnerhall-Walldorf). Again, a stallion that
is built so uphill and modern you can picture rgdlmim would be a dream. He was quite large,
with good frame and beautiful front end. He iswndo be a little hot so maybe a good choice
for an old style mare that needs an engine! Ormipattendee's bought a fabulous foal by him
during this visit! Can't wait to see how he masuréds he is an impressive young stallion | am
excited to watch what he is producing in the y¢éarsome.

Last but not least the highly successful stalliadeRanz (Fidermark I-Ravallo-Fruhlings). |
absolutely love the breeding on this stallion bimggogether Florestan I, some Holsteiner blood
via Ravallo and a bit of jumper blood via Fruhlingsdertanz has been a super producer thus far
and is a great choice for a mare line that is cHoltlof the "D", "R", "W" and "S" lines and in

need of some out crossing. He has super confamatd has been quite successful up to PSG.



