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Message From TDF  
President & CEO,  
Beth Baumert

IT’S OUR ANNIVERSARY! 
Thirty years is a pretty big deal, and 
it all began in Lincoln, Nebraska, 
where Lowell Boomer, with a 
passion and a vision, started the 
Nebraska Dressage Association in 
1973. That same year, with more 
passion and another vision, he 
called for a national federation and 
launched USDF.  Then in 1989, 
having noticed that this sport of 
ours was a drainer of pocketbooks, 
he had yet another vision, and he 
founded The Dressage Foundation 
(TDF) to financially support 
individuals and groups who wanted 
more dressage education. 

To this day, TDF is based in 
Lincoln, NE, the heart of the USA 
where, whenever I visit, I notice 
there’s kind of an earthy honesty, 
and hard work is normal. I like 
being based there. When Lowell 
retired, his son John took over, 
and I was fortunate to administer 
the International Dream Program 
under his guidance. He was 
meticulous, like dressage riders 
need to be, tending to every detail. 
He used to say, “Our business, 
simply stated is: we raise money, 
manage it and give it away.”   
I love that.

That’s still what we do. This, 
our 30th year, is the first year of 

implementing our 5-year  
strategic plan, which you can  
see summarized on pages 18-19. 
Check it out. You’ll see that we 
have a new, broader vision:  
“That the generosity of many  
will allow the financial barriers  
of our sport to be removed….”  

That’s pretty ambitious, so 
please help us carry out that  
vision! Consider the following  
two-fold plan:
1) �If you know of worthy dressage 

people who are not achieving 
their goals because of financial 
constraints, please encourage 
them to apply for TDF grants. 
Ask them to go to our website  
or call Jenny (in Lincoln).

2) �Please give to TDF—small, 
medium or large. Encourage 
members of your GMOs and 
folks at your barn to give. 
Donors of all sizes are so  
valued. You can find the list of 
TDF donors on pages 22-23.
If you find your name there, 

endless thanks! Without our 
donors, we are nothing!

Many thanks to each of you  
for being a part of TDF!

Beth Baumert
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“�The long term TDF goal 

is to remove the 

financial barriers so 

individuals and groups 

in our sport can 

experience maximum 

growth in as fluid a way  

as possible.”



Q&A WITH  
MARYAL BARNETT: 
Q)  �Why did you first become 

involved with The Dressage 
Foundation? 

A)  �In 1989, Lowell Boomer told me 
about the concept of having a 
separate entity function as an 
organization that would raise 
money for the advancement of 
dressage in the U.S.  Because of 
my involvement with the United 
States Dressage Federation 
(USDF), I knew how important it 
was to make it possible for people 
to have access to funding.  I was 
honored to be the 11th Charter 
Benefactor of The Dressage 
Foundation.

Our Roots 
A Look Back at the Beginning

Maryal Barnett and  
Lowell Boomer

IN 1992, TDF Founder Lowell Boomer said, “As we 

reflect on the growth of dressage, it could have happened 

only through the efforts of many dedicated people. Every 

person contacted to serve on the various Boards of The 

Dressage Foundation responded with a resounding ‘yes.’   

As leaders in the discipline of dressage, they joined together 

to serve a common cause – promotion and preservation of 

classical dressage in the United States.” 

One of those enthusiastic leaders who answered Lowell’s 

call was Maryal Barnett.  She has devoted the last 30 years 

to serving The Dressage Foundation, currently as Chairman 

of our Board of Directors, committee volunteer and generous 

donor.  From the very beginning, Maryal has given of her 

time, her talent and her treasure, always with the goal of 

helping the U.S. dressage community grow and improve.   
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Q)  �Tell us about the state of 
dressage in the late 1980s, 
when TDF was formed, and 
how it has changed in the 
past 30 years. 

A)  �Dressage had been building 
in enthusiasm, but the 
educational opportunities 
were still difficult to obtain, 
especially by those of limited 
means.  There were schools 
that had been organized 
on the East and West 
coasts, and the Vi Hopkins/
USDF National Seminar for 
Dressage Instructors was held 
in Michigan.  That was my 
first opportunity to learn both 
the how and why of teaching 
dressage from international 
instructors.  I could do it 
because it was affordable.  It 
was my foundation!

Though there have been great 
advancements in technology, 
the best learning still takes 
place on the horse’s back with 
correct instruction.  Grants 
offered by TDF make this 
possible. 

Q)  �Why do you feel that it’s 
important to give back to 
the sport with your time, 
talent and treasure? 

A)  �The sport of dressage has 
given so much to me.  Early  
in my career I was building  
my own business through  
both my own efforts and 
those that encouraged and 
helped me along.   Now, I am 
able to give back.  That is so 
rewarding.  Much more than 

when I was on the receiving 
end.  To see others be able 
to advance in achieving their 
goals, and knowing that the 
horses benefit as well, gives 
me much pleasure. 

Q)  �What are your wishes for 
The Dressage Foundation 
and U.S. dressage as we look 
forward to the next  
30 years? 

A)  �It is my wish that more 
people know about and 
realize the importance of 
TDF so that those who have 
needs and those that have 
means can take part in this 
wonderful organization.  In 
my travels around the U.S. 
as a judge, instructor and L 
Faculty member, I see the 
thirst for knowledge.  There 

are opportunities, but not 
enough to be available for 
all that are searching.  We 
need to be sure that we are 
training enough educators for 
the future and this teaching 
needs to be based on sound 
principles.  Both the USDF 
and The Dressage Foundation 
are a part of this.  USDF offers 
the education.  The Dressage 
Foundation offers grants to 
help finance the education.

Q)  �What advice and 
encouragement would you 
give to a young leader of our 
sport?

A)  �To paraphrase President 
Kennedy’s famous saying: Ask 
not what dressage can do for 
you, but ask what you can do 
for your sport. 	 a

Left to right:  Col. Aage Sommer, Major Anders Lindgren, 
Maryal Barnett, Violet Hopkins and Sally Swift  
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“�It is very important to learn your craft throughout your 

life. There will come a time when it is equally important to 

give back so that the sport may live on.  At first there will 

be opportunities to volunteer time and small amounts of 

‘treasure.’  Do it!  You will benefit from it.  Then, as you 

can, give back in larger amounts.  The future of dressage 

depends on this.” – Maryal Barnett

Photo courtesy of USDF



Honoring Two of the Best

Recipients of the $25,000 Carol Lavell 
Advanced Dressage Prize: 

Jan Brons and Teutobod	
Courtney King-Dye and Grandioso,  
   Don Principe	
Shawna Harding and Come On III	
Heather Mason and Warsteiner
Adrienne Lyle and Wizard 	
Sharon McCusker and Wrigley
Brian Hafner and Lombardo

Kathleen Raine and Breanna
Oliva LaGoy-Weltz and Rassing’s Lonoir
Laura Graves and Verdades
Sabine Schut-Kery and Sanceo
Alyssa Pitts and Selestial R
Lehua Custer and F.J. Ramzes

Recipients of the $25,000 Anne L. Barlow 
Ramsay Grant for U.S.-Bred Horses:

James Koford and Rhett,  
   bred by Shirley McQuillan

Jennifer Williams and H.S. Wistar,  
   bred by Charlene Summers

Liz Austin and Olivier,  
   bred by Madeleine Austin

Lisa Wilcox and Pikko del Cerro HU,  
   bred by Anne Sparks

Emily Miles and WakeUp,  
   bred by Beverly McLean

Adrienne Lyle and Harmony’s Duval,  
   bred by Harmony Sporthorses

ON MARCH 12TH, we gathered in Wellington to celebrate the 
10th anniversaries of the Carol Lavell Advanced Dressage Prize and 
the Anne L. Barlow Ramsay Grant for U.S.-Bred Horses.  These two 
extraordinary women have done so much to help our sport already, 
and their gifts will continue to provide support for the future.  

We are grateful for Carol Lavell, Dr. Anne Ramsay and all the 
donors who give so much to help others!
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THE LEGACY SOCIETY honors and thanks supporters who include TDF in their will 
or estate plan, or who establish a gift with TDF that provides income for life (Gift Annuities, 
Charitable Remainder Trusts).  Through their generosity, our Legacy Society members are 
ensuring that the sport they love will continue to grow and thrive for years to come.

Our Legacy Society members’ commitment to helping future generations of dressage 
enthusiasts is worthy of special recognition and our gratitude.

Announcing TDF’s New Legacy Society

Is The Dressage Foundation named in 
your will? Please let us know, even if you wish 
to remain anonymous, so we can thank you 
personally and speak with you about how  
your gift will make a lasting impact on the sport 
you love.  

If you have not yet included TDF in your 
plans, we invite you to join TDF’s Legacy 
Society through:

u �Gifts from your Will or Trust
u �Beneficiary Gifts
u ��Gifts that pay you or someone you choose

Carol Alonso
Lois Arnold*
Cynthia Aspden*
Dr. Anne Barlow Ramsay
Karen Blake
Barbara Cadwell
Gordon and May Cadwgan*
Cyndi Craig *deceased

Legacy Society Members

Lowell and Gladys Boomer* John and Lynn Boomer Jim and Lois Boomer*

Founding Members – The Boomer Family

Please contact Jenny Johnson, TDF’s Executive Director, at (402) 434-8585  
or jenny@dressagefoundation.org, or simply complete the back of the enclosed card, 
drop it in the mail and Jenny will contact you.
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Ralph and Freddie Dreitzler
Joan Ehnle
Dr. Max and Doris Gahwyler*
Charli Stevens and  
   W. Craig Geil
Shirley Jones
Violet Hopkins*
Michelle and Alfred King

Lazelle Knocke*
Carol and Tom Lavell
Michael Matson
Linda Rands
Mike and Kathy Rowse,  
   Silverleaf Farm
Martha Wolfson*

Photos by Annan Hepner



WHEN LOOKING BACK THROUGH 
THE PAST 30 YEARS, there are many success 
stories from our grant recipients.  Some, like 
Laura Graves and Adrienne Lyle, have had 
success in top international competitions.  
Others have become judges, certified 
instructors, or technical delegates.  Many grant 
recipients have found their successes through  
stronger partnerships with their horses.

The common theme from all is that your 
investment into the U.S. dressage community 
is having a positive impact at all levels, in many 
areas of the sport.  

Cean Embrey 
Recipient of a Gifted Fund Grant  
for Adult Amateurs in 2012

Cean and Titleist had their Grand Prix 
debut in March 2019 and received one of 
the best comments they’ve ever had in any 
dressage test of 
their riding career: 
“Horse performs 
with a smile on 
his face.”  On the 
second day of the 
show, they received 
their second score 
needed to earn the 
USDF Gold Medal!  

Cean said, “I 
credit TDF for 
helping me along 
the way. Not only 
with the Gifted 
Fund grant I 
received years ago, 
which gave Titleist 
and me a good 
concentrated start in our FEI level training, 
but also for all of the grants TDF has given 
my GMO, Austin Dressage Unlimited, to host 
dressage seminars, workshops and clinics in 
the area. Your support does produce positive 
results! Titleist and I are living proof of that. 
Thank you!”   

Cean Embrey  
and Titleist

Photo credit: Kelly McChesney

Where Are They Now? 
Updates from Past Grant Recipients

We need your help!  Your donation will 

enable more people involved in our sport to 

learn, progress and share their knowledge with 

others.  Together we can help our sport grow 

and improve!  

Donate at www.dressagefoundation.org  

or return your gift in the enclosed envelope.   

We are grateful for your support!
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Jennifer Baumert
Recipient of a Major Lindgren Grant for 
Instructors in 1998 

Jennifer Baumert recently won team silver 
and individual bronze medals in the 2019 Pan 
Am Games in Lima Peru riding Betsy Juliano’s 
Hanoverian gelding, Handsome.  “It was a 
dream come true to represent the U.S. in Peru, 
and I’m thankful for all the support that I’ve 
had along the way that led me to this point—
support both from individuals like Betsy and 
from TDF.

“TDF was there 
when I needed it 
the most! Years 
ago, the Lindgren 
Grant enabled me 
to train in Europe 
and gain knowledge 
that I’ve used ever 
since. More recently 
I was a chaperone 
for the International 
Dream Program 
and saw firsthand 
how it opened the 
eyes of young riders. 
The experience 
was a once in a 
lifetime opportunity 
for those kids, and 
it was extremely beneficial to me as well. 
Endless thanks to the donors, big and small, 
that enable TDF to exist so their grants and 
programs can further our sport!”   	         a

Martin Kuhn and Kate Fleming-Kuhn
Young Rider International Dream Program 
Participants 

Of the 60 young 
riders who have been 
part of our Young 
Rider International 
Dream Program 
trip to Europe 
since 2000, 85% 
are still involved 
in the dressage 
community and 
77% are professional 
instructors or 
judges!  These young riders come home from 
Europe motivated to learn even more…and 
they share that knowledge with others.

Martin Kuhn went on the trip in 2004 and 
Kate Fleming-Kuhn in 2005.  Today, both are 
certified instructors through 4th Level and 
have achieved their gold, silver and bronze 
medals.  They said: 

“The Dream Program trip was an exciting 
opportunity that still has value in our lives 
even today. Seeing the training in a home 
environment allowed a more intimate picture 
of how the horses are being developed.  It 
was an eye opener to be immersed and 
observe some of the world’s best dressage 
horses.  Having that experience helps us strive 
to continue to improve in our own riding and 
teaching.”

Cean Embrey  
and Titleist
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Jennifer Baumert 
and Handsome
owned by  
Betsy Juliano

Photo credit: Taylor Pence

Photo credit: John Borys Photography

Martin Kuhn  
and Kate 
Fleming-Kuhn



Grant recipients from this past year have 
already started to reap the benefits of the 
education they received and have new goals 
for their futures.  Thank you for making 
these opportunities possible!

Dan Mohl  
Para-Dressage Fund 
Grant Recipient

I would like to 
thank The Dressage 
Foundation and 
its donors for the 
opportunity to train 
at Carlisle Academy 
this summer.  We 
trained on Monday 
and Tuesday with 
two different horses, 
riding twice a day.  We 
worked on Grade 1 
walk work first, then 
got into trot work 
where we worked 
on half-halts and on 
the use of my seat to 
improve the frame of 
the horses.

I still hope to 
make it to the 
Paralympics someday, 
and appreciate your 
support.

Ariel Wyatt 
Trip Harting Fund for Pony Club 
Members Grant Recipient

My interest in judging came from my time 
spent in the back of the judge’s box and in 
the scribing position for my mother judging 
at many of our local shows.  My goals for 
participating in the L Education Program 
are to now deepen my understanding, gain 
a broader perspective and to become an 
advocate for correct riding and training.   
As a licensed dressage judge, I hope to help 
others by providing authentic and educated 
evaluations of performances.

Photo credit: Susan J. Stickle

Looking to the Future
Grant Recipients Set and Achieve Goals
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“�Whether able-bodied 

or para, the issues 

are all the same—to 

go forward and be 

accurate in the riding of 

your tests.”– Dan Mohl

Ariel Wyatt



Carol Cunefare 
Maryal and Charlie Barnett Continuing 
Education for Instructors Fund Grant 
Recipient

If you are on the fence about attending the 
USDF Instructor/Trainer Workshops, I highly 
recommend it! It is, without a doubt, a time 
and financial commitment, and I could not 
have done it without the support from TDF.  

My clients have been ecstatic about this 
endeavor and so appreciative of the knowledge 
that I have brought home. It has given me 
clarity and drive to demand correctness, 
and not to pass over the basics to advance. 
Anyone can call themselves a “trainer” these 
days, but when someone dedicates their time 
to complete this comprehensive program, the 
reward is felt by many. Trainers will have a 
feeling of accomplishment and pride, ensuring 
that riders will learn and implement a correct 
and solid foundation to build upon. I remind 
my students that it is not the destination that 
matters, but our journey there.

Carol is now a USDF Certified Instructor for 
Training – 2nd Level!

Joan Williams 
Shannon Foundation Fund for Judges 
Grant Recipient

I am currently an R dressage judge and have 
been accepted into the S program.  I would like 
to thank TDF for the grant from the Shannon 
Foundation Fund, which helped me complete 
my apprenticing requirements and attend the 
Young Horse Championships.  Becoming a 
better dressage judge is a lifetime journey, and 
I’m so grateful for the assistance you provide 
for professionals across the country.	       a	

Carol Cunefare

Joan Williams with  
S Group and Axel Steiner
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Did you know?  You can read all our grant 

recipient reports on our website!   

Visit www.dressagefoundation.org, click on 

“Grants and Programs” then “Our Stories.”



The Legacy of Violet Hopkins

Alamo Dressage Association 
2019 Violet Hopkins Fund Grant Recipient

TDF’s 1992 Report said, “Violet Hopkins is a highly 
regarded AHSA ‘I’ judge and has officiated throughout the 
country.  With a lifetime penchant for education, Vi cast the 
first ‘pebble in the pond’ as founder of the USDF/Violet M. 
Hopkins National Seminar for Dressage Instructors.  Ripples 
from this instructor training program are reaching all corners 
of the United States.”

The ripple effect from Vi’s first pebble continues to this 
day through our Violet Hopkins Grant Fund.  This Fund 
receives more grant requests than most of our other Funds, 
and for good reason!  USDF Group Member Organizations 
use the money to provide top-notch educational events for 
their members…from Maine to Hawaii, Alaska to Florida!  
Thousands of dressage riders of all ages and levels benefit 
from these events.		              		      a
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“�Thank you all for helping 

the Alamo Dressage 

Association host such 

a fabulous learning 

opportunity with Ali 

Brock and Jeremy 

Steinberg.  We all walked 

away from the experience 

inspired and motivated to 

do great things with our 

horses, to ride better and 

back-track if necessary.  

The whole environment 

of the weekend focused 

on the importance of  

the fundamentals.   

Our members went home 

and started practicing  

the things they learned 

from Ali and Jeremy.   

This event was made 

possible because of the 

Violet Hopkins Fund 

grant from TDF!”     

          – Tracy Augustine

Photo credit: Kristie Nichols of Moonfyre Photography

Left to right:  
Patricia Augustine, 
Jeremy Steinberg, 
Eva Oldenbroek, 
Allison Brock



WHAT MAKES AACHEN SO SPECIAL?  
The atmosphere, the professionalism, the 
thousands of knowledgeable spectators, the 
quality of horses, the history.  Through TDF’s 
Young Rider International Dream Program, 
we not only experienced 
Aachen, we learned from 
it.  During our week, we 
met with many top riders, 
trainers and industry 
professionals who were all 
incredibly generous with 
their time and knowledge.  

Magnus Ringmark 
and Elke Ebert, 5* judges 
from Sweden and Germany, 
respectively, said that judges 
don’t enter the profession 
for the money, but for the 
knowledge and experience 
that comes with traveling 
around the world and 
watching some of the best 
horses and riders.  Elke 
talked about the joy she finds in judging all 
combinations; while spectacular 80%+ rides 
are exciting to watch, beautiful harmonious 
rides at all levels can be just as thrilling.

Carl Hester taught us that even once you 
get to the top of the sport, there are still plenty 
of ups and downs.  Don’t assume that people at 
the top have had it easy.  He said that there is 
always going to be someone with a better horse 
and encouraged us to do the best with what we 
have.

FEI “I” judge, Christoph Hess, told us 
about the importance of the young horse 

classes.  He said that you don’t want a horse 
with more than an 8 walk—one with a huge 
overstep and swing.  Walks that are 9, 9.5, 
or 10 become very difficult for the horse to 
collect, so as a rider, it is ideal to find a horse 
with a very special canter or trot, with an active 
through walk.

Watching our home riders compete in the 
prestigious World Equestrian Festival left us 
with a great feeling of pride as well as a desire 
to attain the same experience. The week in 
Aachen is one that we will never forget, and we 
will be forever grateful to TDF and its donors 
for sending us on this journey. Thank you!   a

For more stories from this year’s week in 
Aachen, like “The Dressage Foundation’s 
Young Rider International Dream Program” 
page on Facebook.

Experiencing Aachen
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By Bridgid Browne, Sophia Chavonelle,  
Raissa Chunko and Emma Sevriens

“ �It is our job as riders to make our horses 

into the best versions of themselves.”  

	                         – Carl Hester



HEATHER SALDEN-KURTZ (MN) 
was selected to receive the inaugural George 
Williams Young Professional Grant. The 
purpose of the Fund is to support instructors/
trainers age 25-35 who have a strong desire 
to participate in continuing education 
opportunities, 
so as to provide 
higher-quality 
instruction to 
their students.  
Heather will use 
the $4,000 grant 
to participate 
in Part 2 of 
the USDF L 
Education 
Program and 
to train for a 
week with Emily 
Miles. 

“I am so grateful to have the opportunity 
to further my education as an instructor and 
trainer,” Heather said.  “I am fortunate to 
have an extremely full schedule of lessons and 
training, but it makes it difficult to find the 
time and finances for continuing education.  
Thank you to TDF and the George Williams 
Fund donors!”

JENNIFER WILLIAMS (WA) was 
selected to receive a $10,000 grant from the 
new Debbie McDonald Fund for Pacific 
Northwest FEI Riders.  This Fund was 
established by Pacific Northwest dressage 
enthusiasts to assist riders in the region to 

pursue their 
goals of 
representing 
Team USA on 
the podium.   

Jennifer 
said, “This 
incredible 
grant will 
allow me to 
achieve a 
goal I’ve had 
for a long 
time—being 
able to take a 

talented horse like Millione to Florida to train 
and show for the season.  This sport is all about 
continued education and constantly pushing 
yourself to be better than you were the day 
before. I am always hungry to put myself in  
a position where I can grow and learn.”       a

Jennifer Williams  
and Millione

Heather Salden 
Kurtz and Wranger

Photo credit: Susan SticklePhoto credit: Anya-Maria Photography

30 Years and Growing 
TDF’s New Grant Opportunities

Working with you to improve our sport is our mission.  It is a continuous process, one that is exciting 

and rewarding, because you are helping us reach more and more equestrians every year.   

We’re pleased to share that grants have been awarded from two new Funds in 2019!
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Thanks to your support, the 
following grants and programs  
are offered each year.   

EDUCATIONAL EVENTS 

u �Violet Hopkins Fund for  
GMO Events 

u �Maryal and Charlie Barnett 
Fund for Instructors 

u �Dancing Horse Fund for 
Freestyle Events 

u �Edgar Hotz Fund for Judges’ 
Education 

u �Linda Acheson Fund for  
events in Oregon 

u �Sally Swift Fund for Centered 
Riding clinics 

u �Michael Poulin Dressage Fund 

YOUTH AND YOUNG 
PROFESSIONALS 

u �Young Rider International 
Dream Program 

u �Carolyn Van Cise Fund for 
Michigan Residents 

u �Cynthia Aspden Fund for 
Youth and Young Adults 

u �George Williams Fund Grants 
for Young Professionals 

u �Gerhard Politz Instructor/
Trainer Education Fund 

u �Jack Fritz Grants for the YR 
Graduate Program 

u �Karen Skvarla Fund for  
Young Professionals 

FEI/HIGH PERFORMANCE 

u �$25,000 Anne B. Ramsay 
Grant for U.S.-Bred Horses

u �$25,000 Carol Lavell  
Advanced Dressage Prize 

u �Debbie McDonald Fund  
for Pacific NW FEI Riders 

u �Patsy Albers Award at the 
Festival of Champions 

ADULT AMATEURS 

u �Gifted Memorial Fund  
Grants 

u �Evie Tumlin Fund Grants  
for Region 9 Riders 

INSTRUCTORS 

u �George Williams Fund for 
Young Professionals 

u �Gerhard Politz Instructor/
Trainer Education Fund  
for Young Adults

u �Karen Skvarla Fund for  
Young Professionals 

u �Major Lindgren Instructor 
Education Grants 

u �Maryal and Charlie Barnett 
Fund for Instructors 

u �Region 9 Teaching  
Excellence Award 

u �Trip Harting Fund for  
Pony Club Members 

JUDGES 

u �Edgar Hotz Fund for Judges’ 
Education 

u �Shannon Foundation Fund  
for Judges’ Licensing 

u �Trip Harting Fund for  
Pony Club Members 

SHOW MANAGEMENT 

u �Lloyd Landkamer Show 
Management Development 
Fund 

DRESSAGE TECHNICAL 
DELEGATES 

u �Veronica Holt Dressage 
Technical Delegate Fund 

BREEDERS 

u �U.S. Breeder  
Excellence Fund 

PARA-EQUESTRIAN  

u �Para-Equestrian  
Dressage Fund 

CENTURY CLUB 

u �Recognizing the seniors of  
our sport 

We are currently working  
with donors to establish more 
grants for 2020 and look 
forward to sharing the news 
with you soon!

TDF’s Grants and Programs 
Building U.S. Dressage Through Your Generosity 

15

THE DRESSAGE FOUNDATION NEWS     u   2019 EDITION



16

THE DRESSAGE FOUNDATION NEWS     u   2019 EDITION

Century Club Through the Years
THE CENTURY CLUB was formed at 

TDF in 1996, at the suggestion of Dr. Max 
Gahwyler, who with his horse Prinz Eugen, 
became team #2 in the Century Club. The 
first Century Club member was Lazelle 
Knocke and her teammate Don Perignon.  
At the time, Lazelle shared, “Hopefully the 
Century Club will be in the forefront of a 
very interesting opportunity for seniors.  
Dressage really is challenging and has long-
term goals and benefits.” 

Since that time, we have welcomed over 
400 teams into the Century Club.  The 
riders have come from different backgrounds 
and life experiences.  Some have ridden 
their entire lives, and some are beginners.  
All have inspired others to continue—or 
begin!—riding dressage.

Do you know someone who would like to 
join the Century Club? To qualify, the ages  
of the horse and rider must add up to at least 
100 years and they need to complete a  
dressage test (any level) at a show or event.   
A membership application can be found 
on www.dressagefoundation.org 
or by contacting Jenny at jenny@
dressagefoundation.org or (402) 434-8585.

u �At the age of 95, Ginny Wegener,  

pictured above, is the most senior rider  

in the Century Club.

u ��The oldest horses in the Club are 37:

    - �Bit O Honey ridden by Leona Dushin  

in 2016

    - �River Jordan ridden by Diane Childs  

in 2017

u �There are members from 45 states!   

The only missing states are Delaware, 

Iowa, North Dakota, South Dakota  

and West Virginia.

u �Lillian Floyd has the greatest number  

of Century Club rides.  She has ridden  

11 different horses for membership;  

one in 2010 and ten in 2014!

Photo credit: Ory Photography
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Century Club Through the Years (continued)

The Charitable Rollover - A Great Giving Option

We would like to thank our Century Club 
sponsors, including Platinum Performance, 
who enable us to present each new Century 
Club member with a ribbon and plaque to 
commemorate the special occasion.  Please 
contact us if you’d like to sponsor a Team!

If you are over the age of 70 1/2 with a 
required minimum distribution from your IRA, a 
charitable rollover might be a great giving option 
for you!  Here’s how it works:
u �You must be 70 1/2 years or 

older.
u �Your gift is a transfer of funds 

directly from your IRA  
account to The Dressage 
Foundation, so as a result, it 
does not create taxable income 
for you.  Contact your plan administrator to 
make the transfer.

u ��The transfer of funds counts towards your 
annual Required Minimum Distribution from 
your IRA.

u �An individual may transfer  
up to $100,000 per year and  
a married couple may give up 
to $200,000.

Your IRA charitable rollover 
will be a great gift for dressage! 

Contact Jenny at (402) 434-8585 or  
jenny@dressagefoundation.org for more 
information.

Richard Rozek (VA) 
and The Full Monty, 
Team #380



Our Mission
To cultivate and provide financial support for 

the advancement of dressage in the U.S. 

 

Our Vision
That the generosity of many will allow the 

financial barriers of our sport to be removed, so 

that every aspect of U.S. dressage will grow and 

succeed locally, nationally and internationally, 

through the help and guidance of individuals 

and organizations who are passionately 

promoting classical dressage principles.

IN 2018, our Board of Directors developed 
a strategic vision for the next five years and 
in preparation, they reviewed responses from 
the nationwide survey conducted at the end of 
2017.  Through that feedback, the following 
key ideas emerged for how we can continue 
supporting the growth and improvement of U.S. 
dressage. 

Increase the accessibility of our 
sport and proactively cultivate 
grassroots participation in 
dressage by amateurs, youth and 
all levels of professionals. 

There is concern about the viability of our 
sport if current riders do not stay involved, and 
if the sport doesn’t bring in new enthusiasts 
and fans.  Dressage is defined by connection 
and harmony with the horse, which can be 
promoted at all horse sport venues and is 
evident in all disciplines. 

GOALS INCLUDE: 
1) � �Focus on increasing engagement of 

grassroots amateurs, youth and professionals. 

2)  �Evaluate current grants for possible 
expansion of criteria that will enable more 
people to apply. 

3)  �Streamline the application and review 
process. 
 

The Dressage Foundation’s  
5-Year Strategic Vision at a Glance
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Strengthen our financial position  
by increasing fundraising capacity 
and endowment. 

The costs to breed, own, train and 
compete dressage horses continue  

to increase, preventing many from reaching their 
true potential.  As an independent organization 
separate from the governing bodies of the sport, 
we are in a unique position to work with donors 
who want to grow and improve any aspect of 
U.S. dressage.

GOALS INCLUDE: 
1) � �Increase the number of donors to help  

more people.
2) � �Establish a Legacy Society for donors  

making gifts to TDF in their estate plans. 
3) � �Expand our presence in the dressage 

community through our State 
Representatives and by attending more  
key events. 

Increase awareness of grants  
and programs. 

To reach more riders, horses and 
fans, we will focus on increasing 
communication with our constituents 

and engaging new friends.  

GOALS INCLUDE: 
1) � �Strengthen social media presence. 

2) � �Promote TDF through a revamped Benefit 
Class program at shows. 

3)  �Work with equestrian media to regularly 
reach a broader audience. 

 

Strengthen operations and 
engagement of our Board  
and volunteers. 

We will work to ensure that our 
processes and procedures continue 

to keep us accountable to our donors, grant 
recipients and the dressage community.  We 
will also seek new members for our team with 
unique backgrounds and skill sets that will 
strengthen our organization and challenge us 
to expand in new and exciting ways. 

GOALS INCLUDE: 
1) � Seek Board members with varied 

perspectives and skill sets. 
2) � Review and streamline internal procedures 

to ensure preparedness and effectiveness. 
3) � Add staff members in order to increase 

grant-making and fundraising capacities. 
 
We hope to have your continued support as 

we strive to fulfill the goals we’ve set to help 
the U.S. dressage community!   

To learn more, visit www.dressagefoundation.
org/who-we-are/our-vison.html
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SPECIAL 30th ANNIVERSARY ANNOUNCEMENT

Judith 
Noone

JUDITH NOONE, with a smile and 
memorable laugh, was exceptionally dedicated 
to our sport.  In addition to all she did for 
TDF, Judith initiated some of the first Junior/
Young Rider programs in the U.S., was an 
extraordinary show manager, organized the first 
CDIs in New England, created the first Regional 
Championships across the U.S., ran some of the 
first programs for dressage judges in our country, 
was a champion for the adult amateur rider and 
so much more. 

We were honored to have her as a Board 
member for over 20 years and are now pleased 
to announce a new award in her memory.  The 
Judith Noone Volunteer Award will be presented 
to TDF volunteers who exemplify Judith’s 
enthusiasm and dedication to the advancement 
of dressage.  A plaque will be permanently 
displayed in TDF’s office and engraved with 
recipients’ names.  We are pleased to announce 
that Beth Baumert has been selected by the 
Board of Directors to receive the inaugural  
Judith Noone Volunteer Award!

Beth has been a TDF volunteer for nearly  
20 years.  She has served as the administrator 

of the Young Rider International Dream 
Program trip to Europe since its inception 
in 2000, always carefully coordinating and 
organizing all details of the program.  Beth 
joined TDF’s Board of Directors in 2009 and 
has since served as Secretary, Vice President 
and currently as President & CEO. 

TDF’s New Judith Noone Volunteer Award

Beth  
Baumert

“�Many nonprofit organizations have a constant in-and-out 

flow of volunteer leadership,” said Jenny Johnson, TDF’s 

Executive Director. “I feel fortunate to have had Beth as 

part of ‘Team TDF’ since I began working here in 2009.  

Her leadership and guidance are incredibly valuable to 

our work, and the number of hours she dedicates to 

helping the U.S. dressage community is immeasurable.”



TDF’s Book of Memory is a way for you to 
remember dressage enthusiasts who have passed 
away, to honor living dressage friends, or to give 
special recognition to retired or deceased horses.  
A donation to the Book of Memory will provide 
a lasting tribute to your devoted dressage friends. 

The following individuals and horses  
have been added to the Book of Memory 
since September 2018. 

The name of the individual being honored 
appears in bold italic type; donors’ names  
appear below it in regular type.      	

THE DRESSAGE FOUNDATION’S BOOK OF MEMORY

Honoring Dressage Friends    Past and Present 
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We invite you to visit our online Book of 
Memory for names of all those who have been 
honored through the years. It can be viewed 
at www.dressagefoundation.org. Click on 
“Support” then “Book of Memory.” 

In Memory of 
Dressage Enthusiasts

John Caron
Beth and Alan Baumert
Carol Leibman
Elizabeth Maloney
Jennifer Monahogios
Cynthia Paolillo
Susan Spiggle 
Eliza Windsor

Grandma Helen 
Fran Kehr

Sherry Gail Pride 
Tom Barrow Company

Felice Rose 
Margene and  
   Alan Swarts

Sue Thome 
All Dressage  
   Association

Midwest Dressage     
   Association

Evelyn Wallis,  
Century Club Member 
John and Karen     
   FitzGerald

In Honor of Living  
Dressage Friends

Jennifer Baumert 
Lisa and Jack Alexander

Carol Cunefare 
Violet Smith

Robert Gaebel,  
Century Club Member 
Susan Gaebel Wallace

Nancy Wentz,  
Century Club Member
Mid-Ohio Dressage 
Association

In Memory of  
Equine Friends

Aureo, owned by 
Patricia McVary  
Judy Ethell Glatz 

Conversano Tropina 
Connie Napier

Cupid’s Cash 
Robin Peterson

Liberty Please,  
owned by Susan Hill 
Kelli Agnew

Shazzy 
Sharon Scott

Stratocaster, owned by 
Lauren Spreiser 
Nancy Speisser

Anakako Melody,  
Eva-Maria Adolphi

Benjamin River,  
Ruth Crennell

Bert, Pamela Molyneux

Bertolucci, Michelle Dorsey

Bonny Glen Hijack,  
Rosalie Nitzsche

Buena Vista,  
Christine Cashel

Cricket, Maryal Barnett

Dancing Steps, Jann Smith

Diamond Rosso, 
Marjaleena Berger

Fawn and Fringe Benefit, 
Jo-Anne Young

Hartman, Teree Castanias

Heel Catchureye,  
Jenny Johnson

Jake I Will Be Smart,  
Mona Sobieski

Kaliber, Benjamin Redditt

Mailani, Viva Medina

Mercedes Colortyme,  
Niki Sackman

Petunia,  
Pete and Cynthia Brown

Prodigy’s Quest,  
Lynne and Race Foster

Ragg Tyme, Charli Stevens

Right On Forty-Third 
Street, Simat Whipp

Rowena,  
Mike and Kathy Rowse

Sommersby, Judith Simms

Sully, Sally Burton

Tendre, Brenda Curnin

Total Eclipse,  
Rose Fountain

Willie W, Lisa Stockman

All My Horses,  
Carol Machulski

In support of TDF’s 30th Anniversary 
Favorite Horse Fundraiser



$20,000+
Gordon and May  
   Cadwgan Foundation/ 
   Carol Lavell
Dr. Max and Doris  
   Gahwyler Estate
Karen Kahn
O.D. Fisher Charitable  
   Fund/Dreitzler Family
PNW High Performance  
   Dressage Foundation
Joseph Tate

$10,000 – 19,999
Dr. Anne Barlow Ramsay
Anonymous

$5,000-9,999 
Maryal Barnett
Beth and Alan Baumert
Karl and Eileen Baumert 
   Goldman Sachs 
Gardy Bloemers
Nancy Hutson and  
   Ian Williams
Rennoc Corp. Foundation
Francis Williams

$2,500-4,999 
Dr. Rod, Debbie and  
   Heidi Basler 
Bess Bruton 
Brenda Curnin 
Ralph and Freddie  
   Dreitzler
Heather Petersen
Platinum Performance
Laurie Saldana-Rich
Shannon Foundation
Amy and Andrew  
   Thalacker
Yang Yamazaki Donor  
   Advised Fund

$1,000-2,499 
Carl and Kimberly  
   Apicella
Austin Dressage  
   Unlimited
Arielle and Jerald  
   Brodkey
Jane Bunting-Sage

Ralph Conner
Barbara Doherty
Janna Dresing
Margaret Duprey
Judy Ethell Glatz
Candace Faber
Janet Foy
Richard Freeman
Dr. Jeni Gaffney
Georgia Dressage & CTA
Beverly Gepfer Charitable  
   Foundation
Sarah Graham
Lendon Gray
Sarah Harms
Harold and Betsy Hestnes
Jenny Johnson
Nancy Johnston
Kevin and Janet Keller
Michelle King
Amy Lewis
Lincoln Community  
   Foundation
Jane MacElree
Michael Matson
Jane McKean
Carin Mei
Lynn Noyes
Para-Equestrian  
   Fundraiser
Michelle Paris
Bob and Diane Perry
Gerhard Politz
Rocky Mountain  
   Dressage Society
Diane Skvarla
Martin and Toni Sosnoff
Star West
Anne Sushko
Vicki Tifft
Ken Van Cise
Meredith Watters
Lisa Wilcox
Sydney Williams

$500-999
Todd and Allyson Aldrich
All Dressage Association
Sara Anderson

Susan Bassin
David Beland
Belka Family
Lisa Marie Bishop
William Bolt
Becky Brown
California Dressage  
   Society
CenterLine Dressage
Robert and Jean Clements
Laurie Cook
Nicole DelGiorno 
   MarketSmart LLC
Priscilla Endicott
Fern Feldman
Eva Lynn Finlon
Lori and Carl Fisher
Frederick Flemming
Tom and Linda Freeman
Rebecca and Brian Hafner
Lucille Harrigan
Jackie Harris
Stacey Hastings
Theresa and Ronnie Horne
Jane Hutchins
Mariye Inouye
Angela Jackson 
Caroline Jacob
Roxanne Jewell
Linda Kimbell
Bettina Longaker
Midwest Dressage Assoc.
NEDA
NODA
Cynthia Paolillo
Julia Peterson
Nan Phipps
Rebecca Reno
Lyn Rosen
Lisa Roskens
Ryan and Katie  
   Shumacher
Bob Smith
Elizabeth Smith
USDF Convention  
   Attendees
Zacharie and Louis Vinios
Anne Wallis

$250-499
Eva-Maria Adolphi 
Jill Asplundh-Kosek
Ruth Babcock
Jennifer Baumert
Marjorie Beardsley 
Marjaleena Berger
Kathleen Bisaro
Rowena Blythe 
Amy Bresky
Norm and Donna Brown 
Carlisle Academy
Christine Cashel
Teresa Castanias
Joan Clay
Kathy Connelly
Phoebe Crane
Ruth Crennell 
Rhonna and Andy Crook
Sharon Curran
Fran Dearing-Kehr
Elise DePapp 
Lynne and Race Foster 
Laura Freeman
Jane Fucinaro 
Susan Gaebel Wallace
Joan Gariboldi
Lisa Gorretta 
Sherry Guess 
Theresa Hunt
Idaho Dressage &  
   Eventing 
Ken, Janie and  
   Callie Jones
Kentucky Dressage Assoc.
Richard Killian
PJ Koehler 
Kate and Martin Kuhn
Lehigh Valley Dressage  
   Assoc.
Janine Malone
Sarah and Clayton Martin
Julie McKean
Jennifer Monahogios
Michelle Morehead
Annette Pressas 
RevitaVet
Leslie Rohrer 

Sabine Schut-Kery
Sharon Skvarla 
SmartPak
Emily Smith
Denise Sobering
Anne Stirlen
Libby Stokes 
Joan Sussman
Michael Thome
Utah Dressage Society
Helen Vandervoort
Jean Vinios
JoAnn Weisenford 

$5-249
Gail Abercrombie
Absorbine
Lee Adams
Kelli Agnew
Carol Ahlf
Jeanne Ahrenholz
Cathy Alexander 
Lisa and Jack Alexander
All State
Alpha Dressage Assoc.
Amazon Smile 
Tracy Ambrico
Leslie Anderson
Michelle Anderson
Sue Anderson
Arington-E Supplements
Karen Armitage
Arredondo Dressage  
   Society
Marikay Asberry
Tracy Augustine
Sally Barber 
Patricia Barlow
Heidi Basler
Katherine Bateson- 
   Chandler
Janet Beckers 
Gloria Beduhn 
Diane Bell 
Ann Belth
Susan Bender
Molly Bennett Lane
Sharon Berkshire  

Robert and Lisa Bezzeg
Paul Bird 
Debra Bishop 
Florence Bittner
Cayce Black 
Peggy Blair 
Kristi Bloom
Carlene Blunt
Roxanne Bok
Judy Bonin
Ellen Bonnevie
Angela Brady 
Mary Brady 
Andrea Brock 
Julianne Brock 
Cynthia Brown 
Todd and Rebecca Bryan
Sally Burton 
Barbara Cadwell 
Marilyn Cantey
Jose and Christina  
   Cardenas
Roberta Carleton 
Christel Carlson
Jenny Carol 
Debra Case
Milda Castner 
Anne Chapin
Janet Chisholm 
Terry Ciotti Gallo
Pamela Clapp Hinkle
Barbara Clarke
Hilary Clayton
Connecticut Dressage  
   & CTA
Leslie Cook
Carol Couch
Emma Count
Julie Count 
Cecilia Cox
Mary Craft 
Cyndi Craig 
Emily Craig Donaldson
Meredith Crawford
Regina Cristo 
Elizabeth Crosby 
Sally Davenport
Mary Grace Davidson
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Susan Day
Dazzling Dressage  
   Designs
Debbie DelGiorno 
Jennifer Delmer 
Alexa Derr 
Chris Derr
Patricia Dewey
Linda Deyo
Kim Dickie
Barbara Dieckmann
Jeanne Doll-Peyron 
Michelle Dorsey
Louise Duda 
Kimberly Dunlap
Lisa Eagley
Rick Edwards
Joyce Elliott
Cean Embrey
Empyrean Brewing  
   Company
Arden Evans
Brandon Evans 
Carey Evans
Farm Vet
Facebook Donations
Thomas Faylor 
Sandra Fels Barton 
Judy Fendley
Judy Finkel
Joyce Fisher
Michael Fisher Sandler
FITS
John and Karen  
   FitzGerald
Howard and Barbara  
   Fleming
Forever Forks
Rose Fountain
Sally Francy
Margaret Freeman 
French Creek  
   Equestrian Assoc.
Eileen Fuller 
Arlene Gaitan
Deborah Garris
Elizabeth Gathright
Irene Gimbel

Lois Giovinetto
Susan Ginise
Nancy Gorton
Amy Grahn
Judith Grass
Mary Gregg
Sandi Grossi 
Martha Guyton
Brian Hafner
Suzanne Hall 
Susan Hancock
Cathy Handford
Kathy Hanford
Dolly Hannon 
Jane Hansen 
Kristin and Christopher  
   Hansen 
Peggy Ann Harder
Karen Harkin
Edalee Harwell
Harriett Hassle
Lila Heiney
Michelle Heitman
Kim Henke
Heritage Dressage Assoc.
Percy Herrmann
Viktoria Herson
Darby Hewes 
Claire Hodges 
Lindsay Hofman 
Jeannette Hogan
Kristina and Tessa  
   Holloran
Julia Houle 
Melissa Hovey 
Catherine Howard       
Judith Huddleston
Sue Hughes 
Jeanne Ilvento 
David and Suzanne Irons 
Nancy Isaacson
Susan Jacobs 
Jennifer and William  
   Jarvis
Deri Jeffers
Christina Johnson
Marion Julier
Kay Kamish

Kansas Dressage  
   and Eventing
Katsman Family 
Jennifer Keller
Harriet Kiehl 
Anne Kiewel
Laura Joyce King 
Jerry Kleffman
Kathleen Knappitsch 
Jennifer Koch 
Reese Koffler-Stanfield
Jack and Heidi Kohl
Eldon Kordes 
Nancy Koski
Kathryn Kostenbader 
Kate Kouba 
Nancy Krial
Anne Kulak
Jeffrey Landa
Cornelia Lange
LaTorre Family 
Jane Law
Julie Lawson 
Lynda LeCrone
Joan Leuck Waak 
Katherine Lewis
Kathryn Lewis
Carol Liebman
Maria Lithander
Marianne Ludwig
Sharon Mace
Sara MacGowan 
Carol Machulski 
Elizabeth Maloney
Carolyn Marsh 
Alice Martin 
Marsha Mason 
Kari McClain
Mary and Caroline  
   McConnell 
Heather McCullough
Susan McIlwain
Sue McKeown
Michael and Stacie  
   McManus
Jody McMaster
Viva Medina
Abigail Melchior 

Sandra Merrill
Charles Mess
Mid-Ohio Dressage Assoc.
Katherine Miller 
Jennifer and William 
   Mingari
Pamela Molyneux 
Anne Moss
Carol Mundschenk
Mary Munger
Connie Napier
Nebraska Dressage Assoc.
NEDA Membership Drive
Beth Nicholson 
Rosalie Nitzsche
Judy Nordstrom 
Kathleen and  
   Mark O’Connor
Melissa O’Donal 
Deborah O’Keefe
David and Diane  
   Octaviano
Nettie Olsen
Katrina Oosting
Lara Osborne
Melanie Palmer 
Melissa Peck 
Nancy Perkins 
Robin Peterson
Sophie Pirie
Plum Shade Farm 
Paula Popilock 
Miss Purrcynth
Doreen Quintiliani
Makenzie Rath 
Jessica Rattner 
Donna Reber
Benjamin Redditt 
Susan Reed
Judy Reggio
Marchella Richardson
Barbara Richardson-Lewis
Mona Ridgway 
Marion Ritchey-Vance
Barbara Robertson
Elizabeth Robinson
Kim Roche
John Rodenburg 

Josephine Rodgers
Elizabeth Rohde
Felice Rose 
Nancy Rosen 
Yvonne Ross 
Paddy Rossbach
Brenda Roth 
Margaret Roth
Mike and Kathy Rowse
Richard Rozek
Jean Rude
Paula Runnells
Holly Rutland   
Riitta Saada 
Niki Sackman
Denise Sarnoff
Anna Savelesky
Lynn Schramer-Miller
Marilyn Schroer 
Michael Schultz 
Sharon Scott
Sally Seaver 
Judy Seeherman
Fay Seltzer
Susan Shebelsky
Jennifer Shepherd 
Diane Shott
Karen Silvers
Judith Simms 
Lillian Simons
Charles and Joann Smith
Jann Smith 
Joan Smith
Michelle Smith
Violet Smith
Virginia Smith
Jim Snook
Mona Sobieski
Elizabeth Spaziani
Linda Speer
Nancy Speisser
Carol Spicknall 
Susan Spiggle
Velvet Sponaugle 
Rebecca Sponberg
Jeffrey Starr 
Gretchen Stearns 

Charli Ann Stevens  
   and Walter Geil
Jules Stewart
Tommy Steyer 
Lisa Stockman
Mary Strasser
Jon and Sue Stromberg
Amy Sturdevant
Michelle and Stephan  
   Suker
Theodore and Judith  
   Sunder
Lisa Suphan,  
   The Burlap Pony
Isabel Surrey Saylor 
Evryll Swanson
Margene Swarts
Clay and Carol Teske 
Sue Thomas
Tom Barrow Company
Kaley Tomsic 
Trafalgar Square Books
Nancy Trait-Lira 
Philip Travaline
Luann Urban
Marilyn Vail
Julie Van Horn
Carolyn Vandenberg 
Margo Wain-Lee
Martha Wallis
Katherine Walmer 
Melissa Ward,  
   Ecurie Designs
Sue Anne Wells
Sabrina Wetzel
Simat Whipp
Amanda Wilgenburg
Francis Williams Jr.
Juliette Wilson
John Wood
Mary Wright-Goss
Ann Yellott 
Jo-Anne Young
Anne Zahradnik 
Marek Zaluski
Susan Zenier
Holly Zickler
Antonia Zurcher
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DRESSAGE

Do You Have Dressage Dreams?
“�The ability to dream 

of the impossible is 

the fuel of life.” 

     – Michael Poulin

We can help turn your dreams into action.  
Visit dressagefoundation.org or contact Jenny  
at (402) 434-8585 or jenny@dressagefoundation.org

Photo Credit: Beth Baumert


